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No. ut. THIRD QUARTER, 1825. Vou. 1. 
AN ACCOUNT OF TWO NATIVES OF 
OTAHEITE, 

CHRISTIAN MYDO, aged 17, and JOSEPH OLEY, aged 19; 
Who departed this life at Mirfield, Yorkshire, 1803.* 


*¢ I beheld, and lo, a great multitude which no man could number, of all 


“! “ nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, 
*< and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their 

3 ** hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying: Salvation to our God, 

: “* which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.” 

% Rev. vi. 9. 10. 


Among the blessed number thus seen by St. John, in his Revela- 
tions, stand now, as we firmly trust, these two dear youths, Christian 
and Joseph, clothed in the righteousness of their Redeemer. To Him 
they were led by the Holy Spirit, and in His precious merits, and all- 
atoning blood they placed their confidence here below. To Him, 
therefore, they are now ascribing salvation, honour, and glory, and 
power, for ever and ever. 

Of the various means, which it pleases the Lord to use in bringing 

mankind to the knowledge of himself, the following account furnishes 
one of the most striking instances. ‘Though the Gospel was sent to the 
Island of Otaheite, by the London Missionary Society, in 1797, and 





* This narrative is here inserted, not indeed asa piece of recent Missionary 
intelligence, but under a persuasion, that it will prove new to the majority of 
our readers, and highly interesting and edifying to all, who delight in od- 
serving the power and progress of divine grace in themselves a 
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98 AN ACCOUNT OF MYDO AND OLEY. 
these two youths were not unacquainted with the aim of the Missiona- 
ries, and remained altogether ignorant of the doctrines they heard from 
them, yet it was the will of God that they should leave their native 
country, come to England, and there first receive and believe in it for 
their salvation. 

The manner also in which they were brought under the care of men, 
who earnestly sought to promote the welfare of their immortal souls, 
deserves particular notice, 

Mydo came to England in the Cornwall, a South Whaler, in which 
he made two voyages to the South Seas, and was generally called by 
the name of the vessel, while on board. 

Mr. Gillham, at that time Surgeon of the Tower, who had accom- 
panied the ship Duff, which carried the Missionaries to Otaheite, in 
1796, (and afterwards served in the army in Holland and Egypt) hav- 
ing conceived a great affection for the natives of Otaheite, and hearing 
on his return from Egypt, that a young Otaheitean was dying in a con- 
sumption, at the house of the Rev. Mr. Platt, immediately repaired 
thither, but came too late to be of any service to him. Here he was 
informed that another Otaheitean man had arrived in a ship from the 
South Seas, whom he resolved to see, and if possible, to help and pro- 
tect the poor stranger. In his inquiries he was directed to a Mr. An- 
drews, living at Wapping, who had been at Otaheite with Captain 
Bligh. This worthy man may truly be called the father of those poor 
Otaheiteans, who at different times were brought by the South Sea 
ships to London. His great humanity and disinterested kindness to- 
wards them is such, that it entitles him to the regard of all lovers of 
mankind, and will not remain unrewarded by the Father of Mercies. 

Mr. Andrews soon conducted Mr. Gillham to the ship, on board of 
which he found the Otaheitean he sought, called Orio. 

Having procured his dismissal from service, he obtained for him the 
means of returning to his native country in 1801-2. 

Soon after, the Royal Admiral returned from Otaheite, and Mr. Gill- 
ham was requested by Captain William Wilson te inoculate Movee, a 
native of Otaheite, who had arrived in her, with the cow-pox. Ever 
ready to show kindness to these poor strangers, he went immediately 
on board for that purpose, where he met Mydo, who had just arrived 
from his second voyage in the Cornwall, and was come to see his coun- 
tryman on board the Royal Admiral. As soon as Mydo saw Mr. Gill- 
ham he burst into tears, and said, he knew him well at Otaheite; he 
also informed him, that Oley was just arrived from the West Indies. 


. Mr. Gillham immediately repaired on board the West India ship and 


found Oley, who also recognized him, having been a page to Iddeah, 
the queen, when he was at Otaheite. Movee obtained a passage home, 
but Oley and Mydo were taken by Mr. Gillham to his house, and intro- 
duced to the Rev. Dr. Haweis, Mr. George Collinson, and Mr. Hard- 
castle, from whom they experienced the greatest kindness and hos- 
pitality. 

Oley came first to England in a South Whaler, in 1800, and was 
then indebted for protection to Mr. Hardcastle, Treasurer of the London 
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AN ACCOUNT OF MYDO AND OLRFY. 99 


a@ Missionary Society, who provided him with a passage to the West In- 
m dies, in one of his own ships, and on his return from thence, extended 
ye his kindness towards bim in providing means for his instruction. 
or Oley and Mydo became thus companions in Europe; for though 
they had been slightly acquainted with each other at Otaheite, they 
Dy left the island at different periods and in different ships. 
Is, At the time of the establishment of the mission at Otaheite, in 1797, 
they were both young boys, from whence we guess, that when they de- 
sh parted this life, Mydo may have been about 17, and Oley 19 years old, 
by Mydo related, that he had waited upon the missionaries, as a servant, 
and expressed himself in terms of affection towards one of them in par- 
n- ticular, whose conduct seems to have left « good impression on his 
in mind, Oley likewise cultivated an acquaintance with them, and resid- 
v- ed for some time in the house of one of the missionaries, Mr. Broom- 
ng hall. 
n- From the missionaries they had probably heard the first principles of 
ed : Christianity, which were more particularly explained to them in Lon- 
as v don, by the Rev. Dr. Hawies, so that when they came to us, they were ~ 
he not quite unacquainted with them. 
'O- What induced them to leave Otaheite, and to go on board the South 
n- Whalers, perhaps for ever to be separated from their families and 
Lin friends, we never could distinctly learn. Family attachments seem in 
or general to be strong among the Otaheiteans: but as the children are 
ea quite without control, and never prevented from following the first im- 
to- pulse of their desires, it is to be supposed, that what they themselves 
of alleged as the reason of it, namely, “ that they wanted to see the land 
from which the ships came” was simply the fact, or rather let us be- 
of lieve, that the Lord had thoughts of mercy and peace towards these 
poor young heathens, and caused the natural impulse of their minds to 
the lead them to adopt a measure, unadvised in itself, but which, ultimate- 
ly, was meant té become the happy means of bringing them to the 
ill- knowledge of himself, as their Creator and Redeemer. 
1) a Mydo, by his orderly behaviour and cleverness on board the ship, 
ver ; soon gained the regard of the Captain, insomuch, that he could not be 
ely prevailed on to part with him, but under an assurance that he would be 
red well cared for, and be benefited by instruction. Nor can we help re- 
un- marking, that, though in the midst of men, who, in general, pay no re- 
ill- gard to the laws of God, either in word or deed, they contracted no bad 
he habits, nor were seduced to practice the vices too common among sea- . 
ies. faring men, if we except a propensity discovered by Oley to indulge in 
und the use of strong liquors, in which, however, as long as we were ac- 
ah, quainted with him, he was not guilty of any excess, but easily restrain- 
me, \ ed, and rather ashamed of it. We attribute this to the mercy and pre- 
iro- ) servation of the Lord alone, who, though then unknown to them, was 
rd- holding his hand over them. Nor were they ever guilty of any inde- 
108 cent expressions, and on hearing some people in the country use pro- 
fane language, they declared their contempt of such an abuse of words, 
was uttered without any meaning. 


don On consulting about the best means of giving them such instructions, 
































































100 AN ACCOUNT OF MYDO AND OLEY. 


as might not only be a benefit to themselves, but render them useful to 
their countrymen on their return, and perhaps, by God’s grace, qualify 
them to be Assistants in the Mission, the abovementioned gentlemen 
determined to apply to the Brethren, to receive them into one of their 
schools in Yorkshire. 

The kind manner in which this proposal, though rather of an extra- 
ordinary nature, was received, and the truly Christian zeal displayed 
in the answer of the brethren, at Fulneec and Mirfield, made a deep im- 
pression upon their benefactors, and no time was lost in conveying 
them to Mirfield, about five miles from Huddersfield, and nine from 
Fulnec, where there is a small settlement of the brethren, and a board- 
ing school for boys. 

The brethren considered them, from the beginning, as a charge com- 
mitted to them by the Lord himself, and were willing to submit to any 
inconvenience, attending an extraordinary arrangement, if but his gra- 
cious will concerning their salvation might be done, and his aim ob- 
tained. 

They were most affectionately received at Fulnec, where they ar- 
rived with Brother Latrobe, August 27, 1802. Here they were detain- 
ed about ten days, on «account of the appearance of the measles in the 
school at Mirfield. Their mild disposition and orderly behaviour was 
the more agreeable, the less we could expect it, and we may just add, 
that, in every outward appearance of morality, these unenlightened 
heathens put numbers of so called Christians to shame. Their atten- 
tion to the works of art, with which that part of Yorkshire abounds, 
was great, and they remarked on every thing they saw with great 
shrewdness and good sense. 

On the 6th of September they were brought to Mirfield, by Dr Oke- 
ly, minister of the Brethren’s congregation there, and inspector of the 
boarding school. 

From the first hour they seemed quite at home among us. A regu- 
lation had been made suit«ble to their circumstances; and, besides the 
usual opportunity of attending the boarding school, to which they were 
regularly admitted as scholars: a single Brother, (William Downs) 
was appointed to be their overseer, to walk out with them, and to 
superintend their general conduct. They attended the schools without 
compulsion, and were pleased with the company of their school fellows. 
They likewise returned the faithful sttention and unfeigned love, shown 
to them by Brother Downs, with reciprocal esteem and affection, and 
were easily led by gentle me«ns, seldom wanting reproof. 

We had also resolved to use no kind of compulsion whatever in 
making them attend the daily service in the Chapel, but after explain- 
ing to them the design and benefit of it, to leave it to their own feelings. 
In the beginning the idea of going to church seemed unpleasant to 
them, especially to Oley, but they liked to hear the singing of the con- 
gregation, and the sound of the organ, which brought them frequently 

to the Chapel. After some time, they even asked leave to attend con- 
stantly, and seemed to do it with pleasure. 


They familiarly associated both with the boys of the school, and with 
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the teachers and other brethren. Between Mydo and one of the 
boarders, master James Wier, from Ireland, a real friendship appears to 
have subsisted, which proved of great benefit to him. Him he under- 
stood better than others, learned chiefly from him to read and compre- 
hend the sense of the Ten Commandments, and profited by the con- 
versation. By degrees Mydo laid aside all reserve, and would freely 
open his mind on all subjects to Brother Downs, who thereby gained 
frequent opportunities of directing him unto Jesus, as the friend of 
sinners, and Redeemer of mankind, which were carefully improved. 
Oley was naturally more reserved. Whenever any of the wicked and 
superstitious customs of their countrymen were alluded to, they always 
expressed their dislike of them, and seemed so much ashamed of the 
sinful practices of Otaheite, that they showed an aversion to enter upon 
the subject; neither were they, in general, willing to gratify the curio- 
sity of some neighbours, who, naturally enough, wished to see a speci- 
men of Otaheitean diversions. Having, at one time, shortly after their 
arrival, been prevailed on to amuse a company in the neighbourhood, 
with dancing in their former heathenish way, Mydo afterwards express- 
ed great remorse and contrition, that he had suffered himself to be pre- 
vailed on by importunity to act against his conscience, and signified 
how much happier he was with us in retirement, than in the gay con- 
verse of the world. After this, he, as well as Oley, faithfully attended 
to our advice, and kept out of the way of temptwtion. 

With respect to learning, they did not make such progress as could 
have been wished, owing chiefly to a want of perseverance in applica- 
tion, a consequence of the uncontroled state in which these heathens 
grow up, and lately, to increasing weakness and ill health. Yet they 
had learnt to read and write a letter, and to copy a letter. 

Soon after their arrival they took the measles, which were, at that 
time, rife in the neig':\bourheod. However, it pleased the Lord to 
bless the means used for their recovery. Mydo bore this affiiction with 
the greatest patience and fortitude. On this occasion, the first clear 
evidence of a work of the Spirit of God in his heart was discovered. 
He had frequently expressed his dread of death, particularly by occa- 
sion of a slight spitting of blood, with which he had been affected. He 
was then simply directed to Jesus, who, by his death on the cross for 
us, had taken away the bitterness of death from all believers, and 
made our departure out of this world the means of obtaining eternal 
happiness and glory. Unto him he was exhorted to turn in faith. In 
the measles, he declared, that he was no longer afraid to die, but was 
resigned to the will of God; and, on his recovery, he, of his own accord, 
ascribed his cure, not to the physician, but to the power and help of 
God. 

Both of them being of a willing and generous disposition, they were 
always ready to offer their services to go on an errand, or to do any little 
office in the family, and never failed to execute what was committed to 
them, with intelligence and fidelity. In conversation they never trans- 
gressed the rules of decency, sobriety, and good manners, and showed 

great civility and submission in their whole behaviour. 













































































102 AN ACCOUNT OF MYBO AND ULEY. 
To convince heathens of such inoffensive and sober manners, against 
whose general conduct hardly a single charge can be adduced, that 
they, with the rest of mankind, are sinners, deserving eternal damna- 
tion, and that without faith in a crucified Saviour, they must abide 
under the wrath of God; this is surely not the work of man, nor the 
effect of human power and wisdom. ‘The Holy Ghost alone can do this. 
He reproves and convinces the world of sin, because they believe not 
in Jesus. He aloné can make us, with all our boasted virtues, confess 
that we are sinners. Can, therefore, any one doubt, that a genuine 
work of the grace of God had commenced in the hearts of these heathen 
youths, when we can declare with truth, that they not only took no 
credit to themselves on account of their good behaviour, but were even 
by degrees, (Mydo first, and Oley some time after) led to feel and own 
themselves wretched sinners? Then, first, the doctrine of salvation, 
through the merits of Jesus, became truly welcome to them; and, im- 
perfect as their declarations were on this subject, we have the most 
convincing evidence, that the Holy Spirit had explained to their souls 
the mystery of the cross of Christ, in a manner better felt and enjoyed, 
than expressed in feeble human words, and in a Janguage not sufficient- 
ly known to them. They then obtained a real love to our Saviour and 
his people; and, whereas, when they first came to us, they would some- 
times speak rather contemptuously of the missionaries at Otaheite, and 
of their labours, and relate, with a degree of pleasure, the various ways 
in which they and others had attempted to disturb them in their pub- 
lic discourses to the peeple, they now were so greatly changed in this 
respect, that, at one time, Mydo spoke with pleasure of returning to 
his native country and becoming a missionary himself. 

In their conversations with their overseer, Brother Downs, the latter 
never entered into long arguments, to prove the truths revealed in the 
Scriptures, but taking occasion from any thing that offered, directed 
their minds, in simple language, to consider the immortality of their 
souls; the state of man after death, when every one should receive ac- 
cording to the deeds done in the body; the utter inability of mankind to 
deliver themselves from the power of sin and the devil; the love of 
God to fallen and rebellious sinners, and the means of redemption 
through faith in a crucified Saviour, and in his all-sufficient atonement, 
&c. The Lord granted his blessing to these conversations and they 
generally left an abiding impression upon their minds. 

One morning, Mydo addressed Brother Downs to this effect, in his 
own peculiar manner: 

“You told me, that my soul could not die, and I have been thinking 
about it. Last night my body lay on that bed, but I knew nothing of 
it, for my soul was very far off. My soul was in Otaheite. I am sure 
I saw my mother and my friends, and I saw the trees and dwellings, as 
I left them: I spoke to the people and they spoke to me; and yet my 
body was lying still in this room all the while. In the morning I was 
come again into my body, and was at Mirfield, and Otaheite was a 
great many miles off. Now I understand what you say about my body 
being put into the earth, and my soul being somewhere else, and I wish 
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AN ACCOUNT OF MYDO AND OLEY. 103 





to know where it will be then, when it can no more return to my body.” 
This afforded a very desireable opportunity of preaching the Gospel to 
him. 

After some time, Mydo frequently expressed a wish to be baptized; 
and, as it was of consequence to us, to know whether he had a real 
desire to be washed from sin in the blood of Jesus, and to devote him- 
self wholly unto him, or merely wished to be called a Christian, the 
Brethren, and particularly Brother Okely, endeavoured to inform him, 
in the best manner possible, of the real intent and purpose of this 
sacred ordinance. He took occasion, one evening more especially, to 
ask him, whether he truly considered himself « sinner before God, who 
could not be saved from sin and its curse, but by the grace and powe1 
of God alone? to which, in a spirit of unfeigned humility, he gave 
very satisfactory answers. He said, “I am a bad man; I know and 
feel it.” and so forth. He was asked, whether he believed that Jesus 
Christ the crucified, who had been preached to him, was the only Sa- 
viour, and his Lord and God, who, out of love to him had become a 
man, shed His blood, and died, to redeem him! He answered that he 
believed it sincerely, adding, that he had long ago had that conviction, 
and knew that Jesus Christ was God, and that none Lut Jesus could 
save him. Dr. Okely, in a letter to Brother Latrobe, giving « report 
of this conversation, most aptly added, “ Can any man forbid water, 
that this man should not be baptized, &c. Acts x. 47, but as he was, at 
that time, well in health, it was thought best, not to take any imme- 
diate steps to baptize him, but to wait and see how it might further 
please the Lord to open his heart and understanding on this important 
subject. In the sequel, he grew more earnest in his applications for 
baptism, and listened with eagerness to the instructions given him; al- 
though it was clear that he did not fully understand them. Fora long 
time past, he never went to bed, before he had devoutly repeated the 
Lord’s Prayer, and he was even overheard praying to our Saviour in 
private in his own way. 

About midsummer, Oley was taken ill, and that he might be better 
nursed, Brother Waiblinger, physician and surgeon of Fulnec, whose 
kindness to these dear strangers, from the very beginning, deserves 
particular notice and thanks, took him into his house, and gave him 
every medical assistance in bis power. As it appeared possible that 
this illness might prove the means of Oley’s dissolution, Mydo was sent 
for to see him. On this occasion, he showed the most earnest desire 
that his poor countryman might be converted and die happy, for at that 
time, Oley was not only indifferent about his eternal concerns, but even 
discovered some displeasure, when reminded to turn unto God, and 
seek pardon and peace, "through the blood of Jesus. Mydo expressed 
his uneasiness about him in his own peculiar way, frequently saying, 
“Oley bad man, Oley no love Gud, Oley never pray,” &c. and appear- 
ed deeply interested in his spiritual welfare. Soon after it pleased the 
Lord to bumble the proud heart of Oley also, and to create in him an 
earnest desire to be saved. 

From the beginning, Oley distinguished himself from his companion, 

















104 AN ACCOUNT OF MYDO AND OLEY. 
by showing more of what is called the character of a gentleman, in iis 
defects as well as its laudable properties. He was more conversible 
upon ordinary topics, had more dignity in his external appearance and 
manner, and order, regularity and neatness were conspicuous in all his 
dealings. On the other hand, he had an air of haughtiness in his 
conduct, and notwithstanding his dependant and helpless situation, 
would sometimes show a spirit that could il! brook submission, and 
scorn to be controled. We are more particularly led to these remarks 
in order clearly to show the contrast between his naturally unbroken 
disposition, and the mildness and gentleness which appearea in him 
after grace had bad its perfect work in his heart. He was at times 
more reserved than his companion in regard to the inward workings of 
his mind; on which account we have not many of his expressions to 
record, as proofs of the reality of his conversion. Yet evidence of this 
kind also was not wanting. When soon after midsummer, he was 
taken ill, and had every symptom of consumption, we began to be much 
concerned for the state of his soul. Many attempts were made to open 
his mind to divine truths, but seemingly without effect. But one even- 
ing Dr. Okely, in the presence of several others, endeavoured to lead 
him to some idea of his sinfulness. Being asked whether he had ever 
done any thing which he knew to be bad; he answered with much con- 
trition, that he had often been proud and cross, from which we gather- 
ed, that he was not left insensible of that part of his character which 
has been just mentioned, and that he acknowledged it to be sinful. 
This sense of sinfulness increased to a real self-abhorrence, in the pro- 
gress of his conversion; so that once he desired-his attendant in an 
emphatic manner which seemed to signify something of importance, to 
lock the door. Being asked, why he wished it to be done? he replied, 
that both he and all his countrymen were very sinful men, and he was 
afraid somebody might come in and kill him, in which case he knew 
not what would become of his soul. 

In June, un alarming swelling appeared on Mydo’s right breast, 
which afterwards gathered to an abscess, und breaking, left an open 
sore, which would not heal, notwithstanding the daily attendance of 
Brother Waiblinger, of Fulnec, who took him to his own house, that 
he might be able hisself to «afford him constant aid and alleviation. 
When this appeared not to be of avail any more, a room was provided 
for him in the house of the single Brethren at Fulnee, and a Brother 
appointed to wait on him: but'no change for. the better took place in 
his complaint. Perceiving that the abscess would not heal, he grew 
very thougitful, and was at times low spirited. He appeared much 
disturbed by the thoug)its of his giving trouble, and being disagreeable, 
on account of such an illness. He, iiowever, sometimes attended at 
the Chapel, and on the 291) of August was present at a meeting of the 
single brethren, when his devout deinewnor, and fixed attention to what 
was said, was noticed with much edification by many. 

Some days after, Brother Latrobe, who had first brought them to 
Yorkshire, and for whom they retained much love, came from London 
to Fulnec, on business, at which Mydo rejoiced much, and immediately 
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called upon him, when he spoke with much freedom of his present 
situation. Brother Latrobe endeavoured, in the kindest manner, to 
remove his fears ‘about giving trouble, and to raise bis mind to a consi- 
deration of the happiness of those who believe in Jesus, and receive 
every thing as out of bis hands, and meant for their everlasting good. 
He exhorted him to look unto Jesus his Saviour, and pray him to grant 
him the assurance of the forgiveness of his sins, and eternal life, 
through faith in his death and blood: thus he would be able cheerfully 
to resign himself to the Lord’s will, either for life or death.” 

His complaint encreasing, weakened him at Jast so much, that at 
times, it rather appeared as if he was not quite master of his senses. 

On the 8th of September, he was brought home to Mirfield, and per- 
formed the journey tolerably well, on horseback. He now continued to 
grow weaker every day, and was himself aware that his dissolution was 
at hand. 

Oley was at the same time rapidly declining, and had an incessant 
cough. On the report of their illness, the Directors of the London Mis- 
sionary Society had resolved, if possible, to send him and Mydo back 
to Otaheite, and Brother Latrobe had been requested by them to exa- 
mine into their situation, and, if still found practicable, to adopt mea- 
sures for their removal to London; of course, he spoke with them also 
on this subject. The idea of seeing their relations and friends seemed 
for a while to excite in both a wish to set out on the journey; however, 
they readily admitted the impossibility of doing it for the present, and 
soon gave up all thoughts of it. Mydo said, he was only desirous once 
more to see his mother and sister: but conversing once with master 
James Wier, his friend, and the latter asking him, whether he really 
wished to go to Otuaheite? his answer was; “just as my Saviour 
pleases.” On his return to Mirfield, he even expressed a wish, that no 
steps might be taken to remove him, of which he was assured. To his 
nurse he said one morning, that he felt himself an useless and trouble- 
some being, and always showed the utmost gratitude for the faithful 
care bestowed on him. His humility and thankfulness were truly edify- 
ing toall. When his disorder rendered him almost incapable of speak- 
ing, he would greet his friends, and answer their inquiries concerning 
the state of his soul, his willingness to depart, his love to God our Sa- 
viour, &c. with smiles; which by many who conversed with him in 
those days, have been termed heavenly. 

Amidst all weakness of body and mind, it was evident, that the Lord 
was preparing him for a happy exit out of this evil world into His 
glorious presence. 

On Thursday morning, the 22d day of September, it appeared to 
Brother Downs, his faithful attendant, that he was hastening towards 
his dissolution; and on reporting his state to the ministers of our York- 
shire congregation, who were just then assembled in conference at 
Mirfield, his request for baptism was immediately taken into considera- 
tion, and they resolved that he should be baptized on the same day of the 
usual meetings of the congregation, at which many from our other set- 
tlement in after York shire were also present. Accordingly, an arrange- 
Vow. m1. 14 
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ment was made in the Chapel, to give every one an opportunity of see- 
ing so solemn a transaction. The congregation formed a square, the 
interior of which was occupied by the children and boys of the board- 
ing school. The patient was conveyed into the Chapel in his bed, 
being too weak to rise, and placed in the middle. The bedstead was 
covered with a white counterpane. On each side of the bed sat a 
Brother, ready to assist. After a hymn had been sung, and a short 
address made to the congregation, Brother Benade, bishop, and minis- 
ter of Fulnec, stepped up to the bed, followed by four Brethren, as wit- 
nesses; and after a prayer for the blessing of our Saviour on this trans- 
action, ahd a declaration of the faith of the candidate, who was not 
able to answer in the form of the liturgy used on such occasions, this 
dear Otaheitean youth was baptized into the death of Jesus, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and called 
Christian. The blessing of the Lord was then pronounced over him: 
** The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The Lord make his face to 
shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. The Lord lift up his 
countenance upon thee, and give thee peace!” Words cannot express 
what was felt by the congregation. The Lord was truly present among 
us, and the whole transaction accompanied by the tears of all present, 
even the children being much affected. All joined with fervency in 
singing that verse— 


The Saviout’s blood and righteonsness, 
Thy beauty are, thy glorious dress: 
Thus well array’d, thou need’st not fear 
Soon in His presence to appear, 


Although he had groaned much before, and appeared to be in pain, 
yet he tay quite still during the transaction, and gave some tokens of 
attention to the service. When brought back to his apartment, he fell 
again into slight convulsions, in which he remained until near four 
in the morning of the 23d, when all pain seemed to forsake him. After 
breathing gently for half an hour, his soul took flight, and joined the 
hosts of saints in bliss, redeemed to God by the blood of the Lamb, 
where he now understands, in full measure, what here is known by us 
but in part. 

Oley, though very weak, was present at the baptism, and much 
affected; after which, he earnestly repeated his wish to be baptized. 
This favour was conferred on him also, on the Sunday following, Sep- 
tember 25th; and in the afternoon we met to inter the remains of Chris- 
tian. Brother Latrobe, who was at Fairfield, on his return to London, 
had been apprised of these events by an express, and returned imme- 
diately to Mirfield. He spoke to a crowded and attentive auditory on 
the remarkable text of the day on which our late Brother departed: 
O praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise Him, all ye people. Psalm 117, 
1. He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth. Psalm 72. 8. 

The crowd that attended the corpse to the burying ground was very 
great: but though it was impossible to make them proceed in regular 
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order, they listened with silence to the service. Six young single 


of see- Bretbren carried the coffin, and a great number of persons from Fulnec 
e, the and other places were present. 
board- We now return to Oley, whose state of health was much upon the 
s bed, decline, almost ever since we have known him, The foundation to 
d was the consumption, which was the means of his departure, was certainly 
sat a laid, before he came to us. But it was plain from the beginning, that 
| short though both he and Mydo spent the winter in tolerable health and 
saeuee- spirits, yet the climate of England would not long agree with them. 
ee wee The beginning of their last illnesses was in the middle of one of the 
trans- t warmest summers ever known in this country. With a view to change 
jas not : of air, Oley had been on a visit to Fairfield, near Manchester, where he 
Ss, this was very cordially received, and spent his time very happily. ‘There 
in the d appeared also a great improvement in their health for some time, but 
called it was not of long duration. . 
r him: When he first began to grow worse, he was rather peevish, especial- 
ace to ly in his conversation with Mydo, whom he would sometimes upbraid 
up his with the trouble he gave to those about him, hinting that nobody would 
upress have troubled himself about him at all in Otaheite. This proceeded 
among partly from a notion that he was above him in rank; but the Brethren 
resent, informed him that as God is no respecter of persons, but extends his 
acy oa i mercy to every poor creature who stands in need of it, thus also we 
} should show compassion and kindness to each of them, according to 
his wants, without any regard to what they might think their due among 
their former heathenish connexions, to which he submitted. 
When Myso’s-illness took a more serious turn, it seemed to work 
much on Oley’s mind, and he became very thoughtful. After Chris- 
| pain, tian’s baptism, as observed above, he again expressed an ardent wish 
aie at to be baptized, adding that he hoped that grace would be conferred 
he fell upon him, while he was able to walk to the chapel, and his recollection 
» ee still unimpaired by disease. About this time, whenever the love of 
After God in Christ Jesus was spoken of, or our departure out of this life, he 
of the was so much moved, that the tears rolled down his cheeks. As the 
Lamb, change which the grace of God had wrought within him was now so 
by us apparent, and his health declined every day, insomuch that it was evi- 
dent he could not live long; and as he himself frequently repeated his 
mene request for baptism, the Conference took it into consideration and re- 
tized. solved, that he should be baptized on Saturday the 25th, as above re- 
, Sep- lated. The arrangements for this solemnity, and the ceremonial parts 


Bieie. of the service were nearly the same, as by occasion of Mydo’s baptism, 
only with this difference, that the candidate was able to walk into the 


sa chapel, supported by two Brethren, and seated in a chair in the midst 
ry on of the surrounding congregation. As however the very weak state of 
ated | his body would not well admit of the use of the whole liturgy, Brother 
n 117, ) Benade made a declaration of his faith nearly in the words of the litur- 
sin dite gy, and only put the latter question to him: ‘ Dost thou desire to be 

delivered from the power of Sin and Satan, and to be received isto the 
ie fellowship of Jesus Christ, and of those who believe in Him, by holy 
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baptism?” to which he answered, “ Yes, certainly I do!” with such 
fervency, that it drew tears from the eyes of all who heard him. He 
was then baptized into the death of Jesus in the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, and called Joseph, after his first kind benefactor, 
Mr. Hardcastle. A great number of persons from all the Brethren’s 
settlements in Yorkshire, and many friends were present. 

While Christian lay in his coffin, Joseph desired more than once to 
see him, and far from expressing the horror he used to do at the idea 
of death and the dead, he stood with a pensive and placid countenance, 
contemplating the corpse of his departed brother. Just before the 
funeral, he desired once more to be led into the room where he lay, 
and after locking at him for a few minutes, retired to his chamber ex- 
pressing his hope, that he should likewise soon depart to our Saviour 
in peace. 

He now began to decline in strength very rapidly, and a few days 
after his baptism, appeared so near his end, that Dr. Okely was sent 
for, and in presence of all the single brethren, (in whose house he 
lodged) commended his departing soul to the Lord in fervent prayer, 
during a heart-melting sense of the peace and presence of Jesus. 

During the time which elapsed between his baptism and departure, 
his patience and serenity of mind afforded edification to all who saw 
him: and his amiable and humble gratitude for the least service done 
to him was peculiarly striking. He would often show bis thankfulness 
to his attendants, by requesting them to partake witb him of those lit- 
tle dainties, with which his friends had provided him: and also himself 
planned something like a will, directing, that the few things he left be- 
hind him should be distributed among those, who had served him in 
his illness or otherwise. This his request, the kind permission of his 
guardians, has since enabled us to carry into execution. He departed 
in a gentle manner, in the night between the 13th and 14th of October, 
about 19 years of age. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, who, though he did not think fit 
to let us see the fulfilment of our wishes and intentions, concerning 
these two dear youths, in their returning home with such a stock of 
useful knowledge, as should qualify them for assistance in the mission 
at Otaheite, yet has granted to their benefactors, and to us, to whom 
their education was committed, the favour, to be made instrumental in 
bringing them to the knowledge of the Gospel of Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour, and thus completed his work, according to his gracious purpose, 
in leading them safe home into his glorious presence. ‘Thus all our 
yoourning is turned into joy, and our most fervent wishes and prayers 
in their behalf are answered in their final and blessed consummation. 

WILLIAM OKELY, 
C. I. LATROBE. 








such 
He 
ther, 
ctor, 
ren’s 


ce to 
idea 
ance, 
> the 
> lay, 
Tr @X- 
viour 


days 
| sent 
se he 
ayer, 


‘ture, 
) saw 
done 
Iness 
e lit- 
mself 
it be- 
im in 
f his 
arted 
ober, 


nk fit 
‘ning 
ck of 
Ssion 
yhom 
‘al in 
r Sa- 
pose, 

our 
iyers 
tion. 


Y, 





_ en Sane 


etd 





DIARY OF NEW FAIRFIELD, U. C. 109 


DIARY OF NEW FAIRFIELD, UPPER CANADA, 
From May 1823, to April 1824. 


May 8th, being Ascension-day, we commemorated in the morning 
meeting that important event; Brother Luckenbach, having read the 
history of it, addressed the assembled congregation upon the high im- 
portance of the blessed fact; whereupon we worshipped in Spirit at the 
feet of our exalted Saviour, who ever liveth, to intercede for us, as the 
High Priest in heaven itself, beseeching Him to look down upon us, his 
poor people, and to bless us, so as to render our hearts an habitation of 
of His Holy Spirit. In the afternoon, Brother Haman addressed the 
congregation by occasion of the funeral of the Indian Brother Simon, 
who had departed this life the preceding day. He had been baptized 
at Petquotting, by Brother Sebastian Oppelt, in the year 1807, being 
then 24 years old. For some time after this he lived in the state of 
matrimony with the Indian Sister, Augustina, by whom he had two 
children; but in a few years he left both her and the flock of believers, 
and returned to his heathen relations, became a slave to sin, and gave 
himself up to the vice of drunkenness. The impression, however, 
which be had received of religion, while a member of the congregation, 
proved a faithful monitor to him, and he several times resolved to re- 
turn to the congregation. Yet these resolutions were never carried into 
effect, until at the commencement of the sugar boiling, in the month of 
March of the present year, his health then being threatened with a de- 
cline. He then paid us a visit; and in a free conversation concerning 
the stste of his soul, expressed himself to this effect: ‘“ I am truly con- 
cerned about my soul, and my wicked sinful life troubles me day and 
night, so that I have often wished to converse with the teacher about 
it. Lam glad that I have now an opportunity of doing so. It is my 
sincere and fervent desire, that the Saviour would pardon all my sins, 
and cleanse my heart by his precious blood. Should it please Him to 
restore me to health, I will henceforth, endeavour to live to Him.” On 
another oceasion he said: “‘ Now I have done, what you advised me to 
do; I have cast myself down in spirit at the feet of our Saviour, as 4 
poor sinner, panting for comfort, and bave said unto Him: ‘ O my dear 
Saviour have mercy upon me, and cleanse me from all my sins by thy 
blood; if Thou wilt take pity on me, and wilt pardon my sins, [ will 
praise Thee to all eternity.’ He delighted to speak about departing 
unto the Lord; and proofs were not wanting, that his heart had been com- 
forted, and he lived in the blessed hope of being accepted of the Lord 
as a penitent, pardoned sinner. Having been re-admitied to the con- 
gregation on the 18th of last month, he testified his gratitude towards 
all, that were present, who had given him the band in token of brother- 
ly love, that our Saviour had had compassion on him, and accepted him 
in mercy, promising him to spend the remainder of his days in faithfully 
looking to His merits, and to await the hour of bis departure out of 
life in patience. And his subsequent conduct verified his experience 
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and determination. He was thankful for being visited, and was parti- 
cularly delighted at the singing of hymns near his sick bed. On the 
morning of the 7th, the 16th anniversary of his baptismal covenant, his 
end appearing near, the blessing of the Lord was pronounced over him, 
in reference to his approaching departure; to which solemn transaction 
he gave his cordial assent by a motion of his head; and soon after he 
fell gently asleep, having attained an age of about 40 years. 

9th and 10th, we were engaged in shearing our sheep, 31 in number; 
they yielded about 80 pounds of wool. Our aged «assistant, Sister 
Christiana, who a few years ago owned but two sheep, could now shear 
nine; by which means she obtained a pretty good supply of wool for 
the manufacture of flannel for herself and family for winter’s use. Se- 
veral companies of our Indian Brethren and Sisters went up the river, 
in order to gather cranberries in the neighbouring marshes: others 
went in an opposite direction down to Detroit, with a view to barter 
their corn and cranberries for other necessaries of life. 

14th. In the evening an Indian, called Kujameck, together with his 
sick wife and several of their adult children arrived with us, in a canoe 
from the lower Monsey-town. ‘The sick woman had previously sent fo 
us, to inquire if we would receive ber. Our answer having been sent 
by some Indian Sisters, who were instructed to inquire more fully into 
the motives of her wishes, upon seeing them, she extended her hands 
towards them and said: “ { have long ago been desirous of seeing some 
of you; and some time ago I sent word to the believing brethren at 
your place, to fetch me thither, and that I wished to be baptized, and 
to die among you; but my words were not immediately made known to 
you. Now I am very weak, and shall not live much longer; I therefore 
beg of you, to take care, that | may be conveyed to your place as soon 
as possible.” After she had arrived here, she sent for Brother Luck- 
enbach, repeated what she had said before, and renewed her earnest 
request to be baptized. Upon being asked, whether she believed her- 
self to be a poor sinner, she replied: ‘“ O yes, I am indeed a great sin- 
ner; until the beginning of my sickness Jast Spring in the sugar-season, 
I was particularly addicted to drinking; nor did I think well of the 
doctrine of Christians. But, having been attacked by sickness some 
time ago, the thought of my sins began to trouble me exceedingly, and 
1 cried fervently to God, every morning and evening, that He would 
pardon me, and if I should die, permit me to go to the good place, where 
my daughter is.” On the 15th, we had some conversation with her, 
concerning the state of her soul, and the intent of holy baptism. Her 
replies to various questions, were satisfactory, and she answered in pre- 
sence of the native assistants those, which are put on such occasions, 
evidently, with the full approbation of her heart, upon which she was 
baptized on her sick-bed into the death of Jesus, and named Cornelia. 
After this solemn transaction, her countenance bespoke the cheerfulness 
of her heart, and stretching out her band to all, who visited her, she said 
with a serene look: “ Now I feel comforted in my soul, for God lias 
granted my prayers.” ‘The 16th, in the evening, she evidently became 
worse, and was occasionally insensible, yet seemed to take notice of the 
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rti- 
the religious exercises at her bed side. The ensuing day, the 17th, she ex- 
his pired in a very gentle manner, apparently without any pain. 
im, Y Sunday the 18th, being Whitsunday, we commemorated with grateful 
ion ; hearts the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles of our Lord, 
he beseeching Him that all in their degree and measure might experience 
the unction of His Spirit, and that the fruits, produced by His blessed 
er: influence, might increase among us. After the public worship in the 
ter morning, Brother Luckenbach held the meeting of the communicants, 
ear addressing them upon the subject of the Lord’s Supper, preparatory to 
for : the celebraticn of that ordinance. In the evening, after a very violent 
Se- thunder storm had passed, we conveyed the mortul remains of our late- 
er, ly departed Sister Cornelia to their resting-place. Allusion having 
ers been above made to her daughter, it might here be added, that this 
ter daughter became converted about three years ago, and was baptized by 
Brother Schmidt on ber dying-bed. Previous to her death she had 
his some serious conversation with her mother, (who endeavoured to dis- 
ioe suade her from being baptized,) reproving her, and assuring her that 
to there is no other salvation, and that if she wished to go to heaven, she 
ant must embrace the word of the cross and believe in a crucified Re- | 
ito : deemer. ‘This admonition of her daughter’s appears to have made 
ids some impression on her, and as she received more light during her sick- 
me ness, seems to have excited in her the wish to go to the believers and 
at ¥ be baptized. 
nd In the subsequent days we conversed individually with the communi- 
to cants. We-found ourselves under the disagreeable necessity of exclud- 
re ing five persons from the Lord’s Supper this time, on account of offence 
on given; and upon the whole, bad cause to lament the lukewarm and 
k= slothful state of heart in several individuals. 
ast 24th, we partook sacramentally of the body and blood of our Lord 
re and Saviour, for the refreshing and strengthening of our hearts, by faith 
n- on Him, who gave himself unto death for us. 
n. 28th, our Indian Brethren jointly undertook to plant the corn on 
he Brother Luckenbach’s field; owing to the frequent rains, by which the 
ne ground had been soaked for some time, this could not be done at an 
nd earlier time. The days following the Indian Brethren were employed 
ld in the same manner on their own fields. 
re June ist, being Sunday, Brother Haman, in the morning, preached 
.r, upon the Gospel lesson for the day, Luke xvi. v. 19—31. After the ser- 
er mon, an infant son of John Jacob and Margaret was baptized into the 
en death of Jesus, and received the name of Benjamin. In the course of 
's, this month the Indian Brethren were employed in fencing in one of the 
as cornfields, held in common for the use of all those belonging to the 
a. congregation, for which purpose they had prepared about 3000 rails 
88 : during last winter. There are three fields of this description, situated 
id in the low grounds on the banks of the river; and much benefit is 
as derived from the regulation, particularly by the feeble and aged among 
1e us, who would not be able to do the fencing themselves, and yet are 


permitted to plant for their own use in these public fields. The very 
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severe frost on the 6th and following nights, injured the fruit trees 
very much, and killed the young blades of corn. 

Sunday the 8th, Brother Luckenbach discoursed upon 1 John, 3, 8. 
“He that committeth sin, is of the devil, &c.” impressing upon tie 
congregation the necessity of strict and faithful self-inquiry, whether 
sin in any shape still exercised its power over us, 

On the 9th, a party of our young men, consisting of nine, departed 
for Sandusky in two canoes, in order to meet their Brethren, who were 
removing from Goshen hither, and to assist them on their journey. 
Previous to their setting out, they were earnestly exhorted to take heed 
unto themselves, and to be watchful lest by any misconduct they should 
bring reproach upon their profession. We were, however, much grieved 
at hearing afterwards that the majority of them had been unmindful of 
these admonitions, especially those regarding the use of spirituous 
liquors. 

12th, we were assisted by several of our Indian Brethren in replant- 
ing our cornfield, much damage having been done to the growing crop 
by a continuation of drought and the worms; whereby far the greater 
part had been destroyed. The same was done by several of our Brethren 
in their fields, and the season for planting having been so far advanced, 
we began to apprehend a partial failure of their grain crops. We re- 
ceived information of similar and greater distress among our white 
neighbours, some of whom had planted their fields three times, and 
were now obliged to come to us for seed corn. 

17th and 18th, the weather became extremely warm, the mercury in 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer rising up to 96 degrees. 

19th, Brother Haman went down the river, in order take the wool, 
in the picking of which our Sisters had cheerfully assisted, to a card- 
ing mill, which has lately been erected about twenty miles distant from 
us. The same day all our Brethren were engaged in clearing our corn- 
field from weeds. 

20th, by the gracious providence of God the parched ground was 
refreshed and fertilized by rain, accompanied with thunder. We ac- 
knowledged this great mercy with thankfulness to Him, who giveth 
rain in due season; and our feelings of gratitude were the more lively, 
the greater our apprehension had been, that, in consequence of the long 
drought, the lately planted corn would not grow vigorously enough to 
ripen in season. 

22d, Brother Haman returned from the settlement safe and well. He 
had had an opportunity to deliver a testimony of the love of Jesus to 
poor sinners, in a school house, about 18 milies distant. Several In- 
dians from the Upper Monsey-town declared, “ that their prospect of 
the harvest this year is very poor, their fields having been much in- 
jured, for the fourth time already, by the so called grub-worms, which 
abound in a most destructive quantity; finding this not to be the case 
here, but the appearance of our fields promising a good crop, they were 
the more confirmed in an opinion, prevailing among them, that God 
was testifying his displeasure to them, by not permitting their corn te 
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grow this year; as they had sold the greater part of their corn of last 
year for whiskey, to hold drinking frolics.” 

26th. Brother and Sister Luckenbach visited in the settlement of the 
whites, about ten miles distant from us. He had some serious conver- 
sation with several dealers in whiskey, urging them to desist from their 
nefarious traffic, both on their own account, and for the sake of the In- 
dians, since nothing but misery resulted from it both to the buyer and 
seller in time and in eternity. 

July 6th, after the public preaching, Brother Luckenbach addressed 
the children, especially in reference to their prayer day, which was to be 
held on the 12th. On this day also we recommenced our adult Sunday 
school, and admonished our scholars to attend it diligently and faith- 
fully. One of the great obstacles we find in this case, is their propen- 
sity to idle about and spend their time in trifling amusements; we had, 
however, the pleasure to find a number attending with their books. In 
the evening, Brother Haman addressed the congregation. 

7th, we had the pleasure of receiving a letter from Brother Hueffel 
at Bethlehem, together with various missionary accounts, which great- 
ly tended to our encouragement. 

8th, we held a conference with the native assistants, on which occa- 
sion several necessary admonitions were given; a young Indian, called 
Conrad, whom we had been obliged to dismiss some time ago, was re- 
admitted upon trial, after having testified in presence of the conference, 
that he was well convinced of his error and great sin of having indulged 
again the evil desires of his heart, and walked in the way of destruc- 
tion, but that he was heartily weary of it and promised amendment. 
This circumstance afforded us the more joy, as we had found it very 
difficult to reconcile his mother to the dismission of her son, she taking 
his part, under pretence, that others as bad as her son, were suffered 
to stay here. 

10th and 11th, we conversed with all the children individually. They 
promised on this occasion, to give their hearts to our Saviour as his 
property, to be obedient to their parents and teachers, and diligently 
to attend at meeting and school. 

12th, the children and youth had a blessed prayer-day. In the morn- 
ing meeting we implored the Friend of children, graciously to look 
upon these lambs from among the heathen, and to set them to His 
praise. ‘The number of them who participated in the celebration of 
the day, amounted to upwards of 70. 

13th, instead of the sermon, Brother Luckenbach delivered a spe- 
cial address to all the inhabitants of our place, who bad been summon- 
ed t6 meet by the native assistants. The address had been previously 
drawn up in the Delaware language. In it we endeavoured to impress 
upon the minds of the people, the obligation of observing more strictly 
than heretofore, the Lord’s day, as a day set apart by God himself, and 
calculated to convey peculiar blessings to the heart; to be more faithful 
in attending the meetings both on Sundays and during the week, and to 
bestow care upon the education of their children. The vices of theft 
and drunkenness they were particularly exhorted to shun, chiefly with 
Von. n. 15 
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a view to warn them, to guard against bad example during the ap- 
proaching harvest; we earnestly begged of them, not to seek employ- 
ment among the whites, in order to obtain spirituous liquors, but to be 
satisfied with the food set before them, &c. We likewise acquainted 
them, that in future they would be reminded of its being Sunday, by the 
sound of the bel] early in the morning of that day, so that none from 
ignorance might be led to profane that day. In conclusion, we ad- 
monished them to harmony and brotherly love, to obedience to our Sa- 
viour and his word, &c. The whole address was listened to with great 
attention, and we pray the Lord, that it may be attended with His bless- 
ing. After their meeting the communicants were especially addressed, 
preparatory to the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. In the evening 
Brother Haman addressed the congregation. 

14th and 15th, we bad much rain, the effects of which, upon the 
growing corn, were visible. 

In the subsequent days we conversed individually with the communi- 
cants previous to. the holy communion. In many instances we rejoiced 
to find visible traces of the work of the Spirit, a growth of self-know- 
ledge, as well us an increased desire to be fully cleansed from sin 
through the atonement of Christ, and to live to His praise. Several 
confessed with penitent mind, that by various causes they had not lived 
in the full enjoyment of our Saviour’s merits, but had fallen into sloth- 
fulness and lukewarmness of heart. One of them, a female assistant, 
excluded herself for this time from the communion, and two others 
staid away on account of some misunderstanding between them. ‘The 
rest of the communicants participated on the 19th, sacramentally of the 
body and blood of our Lord, and this solemnity the Lord was pleased 
to make a season of refreshing to our hungering and thirsting souls. 

2ist, our aged Indian Brother David, having repeatedly expressed his 
desire to be assured of the forgiveness of the congregation for his 
offences, and having on his sick-bed confessed his deviations in a hum- 
ble and penitent manner, and declared his willingness to ask pardon of 
those, whom he had offended in word or deed, received solemnly the for- 
giveness of the church. After this he declared his readiness to depart, 
if the Lord should please to cal] him soon; still he seemed desirous, 
that the Lord would spare him, until after the arrival of his daughter 
and grandchildren from Goshen. 

24th, and following days, the majority of our young men, and even 
some entire families proceeded down the river, to employ themselves 
in assisting the white people in gathering in the harvest. We lament 
that this annual visit exposes our people to temptation, yet we cannot 
entirely put a stop to it, as itis a means of procuring a maintehance 
for a season to many of them. 

25th, we had a visit from a German, called Spitzenberger, on his tour 
through Canada and the United States. According to his statement he 
walks annually upwards of 7900 miles, passing from Quebec through 
Nova Scotia and the New England and Atlantic States down to Geor- 
gia, then up through Tenessee, Kentucky, &c. to the Arkansas, then 
turning again towards the north-east, thus performing an annual route 
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of great extent; this visit was the fourth he paid us while on his pere- 
grinations. He considers himself bound in conscience, in consequence 
of some special revelation, to travel constantly and in every season of 
the year. He also believes himself to possess some special clue to the 
revelations of St. John, particularly as regards the divine punishment 
impending upon the wicked. He has travelled through France, Germa- 
ny and Italy. e 

29th, was the funeral of the child Jacobina, who had departed by 
occasion of the hooping cough, prevailing at present. Her mother Si- 
bylla, five of whose children had now gone to join the church above, 
bore this bereveament with exemplary resignation to the will of the 
Lord. 

In the evening we re-admitted upon trial the Indian Anthony, who 
seventeen years ago had left the congregation, and become a great 
backslider. He was very penitent, and his promises apparently sincere. 
May they be stable, and may the Spirit of God succeed in subduing in 
this man the power of sin! 

August 4th, several of our Indian Brethren, who had gone towards 
Upper Sandusky in June, to meet their Brethren from Goshen, re- 
turned to us; reporting that their expected friends had arrived at Mal- 
den, where they intended to wait until our Indian Brethren should 
arrive there to receive the annual donation from government. Conse- 
quently all who were able, set out on the 7th, for that place, as the 
Agent had recommended to them not to delay. All of them were com- 
mended, in a special meeting on the morning of their departure, to the 
gracious protection of the Lord during their absence from us, and they 
were exhorted to walk cireumspectly and according to the word of God. 

On the 19th and following days our people returned from Malden, 
partly by water and partly by land. With them arrived those of their 
countrymen, who had been the last Indian inhabitants at Goshen, and 
who now became incorporated with our congregation here. The pre- 
sents received by them, consisting in blankets, various articles of cloth- 
ing, &e. seemed to give much satisfaction. Our venerable native 
assistant Stephen, who, owing to the infirmities of old age, had not been 
able to undertake the journey for several years, but whom Brother To- 
bias had this time conveyed in his canoe, was particularly thankful for 
the supply of warm clothes for winter. One of the Goshen Brethren, who 
uses a wooden Jeg, found some difficulty in obtaining a present; it ap- 
pearing not improbable to the Agent, that he might have lost his leg 
in serving during the last war against the king of Great Britain. Satis- 
factory evidence, however, was produced, of the amputation of his leg 
at Goshen in consequence of an incurable sore, and he received his share 
also. We cordially welcomed the new comers, and rendered thanks to 
the Lord for having mercifully protected them on their long and peril- 
ous journey, and guided them as well as the rest of our flock in safety 
back to us. 

September 2d—Sd, in the night Brother Luckenbach was called to 
a sick woman, who several years ago had been excluded on account of 
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sinful practices. In consequence of her sinful career, she had brought 
upon herself disease, and seemed to be near herend. She appeared 
very contrite and penitent, and earnestly desired to be assured of the 
pardon of her teachers and the congregation for the offence she had 
given. Her wish was granted in presence of her relations and several 
native assistants, and she was directed to look to Him, whose blood 
cleanseth from all sin.. Yet we were not a little grieved subsequently to 
discover, that but a few days previous she had applied for help to a cer- 
tain conjurer or sorcerer, who happened to be in this place at the time 
of her sickness. Fear, however, or the too trifling reward offered to 
him, had prevented him from interfering. May she be brought to be- 
wail and to seek pardon for this insincerity! It is indeed a subject of 
great grief, to notice now and then the still existing hankering after 
superstitious customs; particularly in cases of sickness, among too many; 
an evil so deeply rooted as to render its entire eradication very difficult. 

Sunday the 7th, Brother Luckenbach preached from Matthew vi. 24, 
&e. “ JVo man can serve two masters,” &c. and emphatically called upon 
the congregation, carelully to search their own hearts and examine 
their ways, in regard to this. In the afternoon we convened the native 
assistants; in their presence leave was granted to four persons of the 
Monsey nation to live here on trial. This company consisted of an 
aged woman, (who had been baptized by the late Brother Youngman 
at old Shoenbrun, on the Muskingum, 47 years ago,) with her son 
Petshigapawes, her grandson, and great grandchild. The son had spent 
some time among the believing Indians about twelve years ago; but 
after the troubles during the Jate war, had returned to his mother among 
the heathen, and to his old habits of drinking. Petshigapawes, in the 
course of conversation, related to Brother Luckenbach a remarkable 
occurrence, which seemed to have left a deep impression on his mind. 
While living on the Miami, he, in a company of Indians, spent seven 
whole days in drinking, never being sober all that time. After the li- 
quor had been consumed, and he recovered his faculties, he thought he 
saw Satan in the shape of a rich gentleman. The apparition assailed him 
both by enticing offers and most violent threats; terrifying him to such 
a degree, that (according to his expression) he thought his soul must 
leave the body. After being thus tormented for some time, and hav- 
ing, as he said, been stabbed in several parts of his body, as a mark 
that he belonged to the devil, the apparition, enjoining strict secrecy 
upon him, departed. Since that period he had enjoyed no rest. There- 
fore he had now hastened hither for refuge, to surrender himself to 
the Lord Jesus as his property. This man is about fifty years old; 
and while he related the above circumstance with many particulars, he 
was so much affected, that his narrative was frequently interrupted by 
tears. His whole demeanour was serious and solemn, and his expres- 
sions, as to the sincerity of his intentions, very satisfactory. He desired 
henceforth to understand and to live by the word of God; declaring that 
now he believed, what he had heard in his childhood at Shoenbrun of 
God, who to save man, became man himself and died on the cross. 






































eo ¢ 


1S @ we 


LETTER FROM BROTHER JOHN ELLIS. 117 


His mother seventy-nine years old, confirmed all he said; and they 
solemnly promised, henceforward to live to the Lord, who died for 
them, to be obedient to his word, and to follow the advice of their 
teachers. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


JAMAICA. 


Extract of a letter from Brother Joun Exis to the Editor, dated 
‘ WarrFieLp, Mancuester, June 23, 1825. 

“ Dear Brorurr—Your very acceptable letter of December 6, 1824, 
did not reach us till several months of this year had elapsed, but still it 
was very welcome. 

You know that the first missionary post at which we were stationed 
was St. Johns, Antigua, where we resided for nearly four years, enjey- 
ing much love and cordiality from that extensive congregation. About 
the middle of January, 1822, we were called to labour among the new- 
ly commenced congregation at Cedar-hall. As this congregation was 
principally constituted of such, who had been members of the town 
congregation, we soon felt at home among them; indeed I may say, we 
soon felt happy there, and did not wish for any change. It is true, 
during the building of the new church we had many toils and troubles, 
but at the same time to be in the midst of such a newly formed con- 
gregation, who are in their first love, and whose affections are disposed 
towards one in a manner similar to those of the Galatians towards St. 
Paul, renders even toils bearable, and small perplexities are soon dis- 
persed. He, who ruleth over all things well, saw fit to remove us 
from this place. The parting with onr flock was painful. 

The situation of Fairfield, on the island of Jamaica, the place we 
now occupy, which had been built and settled as a coffee plantation, is 
certainly. in many respects desirable, though we feel it sensibly at times, 
that we are within the torrid zone. It is, however, cool, in comparison 
with the low-lands, being on an elevation sufficient to make a difference 
of about 10 degrees in the thermometer. The air is in general dry 
and healthy, the soil light, of a red colour, and particularly adapted to 
the growth of coffee, about one hundred plantations of which are 
situated at no great distance from us. Our view is extensive and consi- 
derably varied. To the north-west we have a very distant view of the 
mountains of Westmoreland, Hanover, &c. whose undulating tops 
form a grand and picturesque object. ‘To the west and south-west our 
horizon is formed by a nearer range of mountains, called the Santa 
Cruz mountains, nearly as high as the May-day mountains, and like these 
chiefly cultivated for coffee. Our nearest view of the sea is to the 
south, 15 miles; besides which we have another at the distance of 80 
miles, between the two before-mentioned ranges or mountains. The 
descent from our mountain being very rapid towards St. Elizabeth’s, 
we have all the low-land scenery of that parish lying like a map on a 
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table before us, This consists of distant sugar works and cane pieces, 
rivers, rocks, woodland, Guinea-grass pieces, pastures, &c. and in one 
part the country appears like an immense lawn, studded with larger 
and smaller clumps of trees. 

Much more of the same descriptive kind might be added, but I rather 
turn to what is still more cheering to every Christian, and that is to tell 
you, that the Sun of Righteousness has arisen and begins to shine even 
in this remote part of the earth. The gospel has been preached in this 
island by our Brethren for more than seventy years; but alas! how little 
success has attended it, till within the last*seven years. Paul may 
plant and Apollos may water, but God gives the increase. But how 
ought we, who have now the favour to bear testimony of the dying love 
of Jesus to this generation, to be humbled in the dust, that our weak 
words should be thus signally accompanied by the demonstration of 
the spirit. [tis to me particularly humbling, when I consider that two 
near relatives, a father-in-law and an own uncle have spent their 
strength, even life itself in the missionary cause on this island, and had 
not the favour to see, what we now see. 

You know that we are building a new church here in Fairfield, 60 
feet hy 34, which has indeed proved a tedious undertaking, owing chief- 
ly to the difficulty of procuring good timber at this place. We hope 
it will be ready for divine worship before Christmas. We have nowa 
number, greater or smaller, coming from seventy plantations, and from 
June 1824 to June 1825, ninety-six adults have been baptized or received 
into the congregation; 155 have been called from the class of new peo- 
ple to become candidates for baptism; and yet the class of new people 
is more numerous than it was last June. In New Eden, where Brother 
Becker is stationed, the increase has been as great, if not greater. 
At Irwin Brother Light is labouring hard, and I believe, with much 
blessing. In Westmoreland the Lord has raised up for us a valuable 
friend in H. Scott, Esq. who, besides giving a piece of land for the use 
of the mission, is erecting at his own expense a suitable-building of 
stone for a meeting house and dwelling. We have some hopes of see- 
ing a missionary appointed to that place at no distant period. Mean 
while I have engaged to visit there every eight weeks, which engage- 
ment [ have hitherto found great pleasure in fulfilling. These estates 
are distant from the nearest place of worship about twenty miles. 
Many in this vicinity have never been in a church, It is therefore the 
more pleasing to see, that the opportunity now given them of hearing 
the gospel, is gladly embraced by them. The number attending has 
hitherto become larger at each returning visit, and catecbumens to the 
number of one hundred have given in their names. With these I con- 
verse individually each time, and can bear testimony, that most of them 
are animated by a strong desire to hear more of the great truths of the 
gospel. The distance from Fairfield is about thirty miles. 

I, together with my wife, and fellow labourers, Brother and Sister 
Berger, commend ourselves and the cause we serve, to your faithful in- 
tercession at the throne of grace, and those of all friends of missions. 
Yours, &c. JOHN ELLIS. 


















































SELECTIONS 
From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church. 
No. XI. 


Edifying Death of the Patrons (Defensores) of the Protestant and Brethren’s 
Churches. 


Turse noble and sincere lovers of the truth, many of whom were 
men of great learning and high in office, had no other view in voting 
for the Elector Frederick, but to assert their religious liberties, secured 
to them by the Emperor Rudolph, in his letters-patent, (Majestrats- 
Brief,) which the present Emperor Ferdinand had sworn to maintain. 
Being irritated by the continual vexations of the papists, and the loud 
complaints of their own people, and finding that all their remonstrances 
were vein, they at length determined to defend their rights by force of 
arms, a resolution confessedly repugnant to the principles of the gos- 
pel, ending in misery to themselves, and affording to their enemies a 
fair opportunity of treating them with the utmost cruelty, as rebels to 
their sovereign. This, however, was only the ostensible pretext. The 
real cause of the blood-thirsty proceedings of their adversaries, was 
their hatred against the Protestants, and a determination to extirpate 
that party, both in Bohemia and Moravia. As soon, therefore as sen- 
tence of death had. been pronounced against the above-mentioned 
worthy men, which was in June 19, 1621, the twenty-first being fixed 
as the day of execution, both the secular clergy and monks began to 
harass them in prison, by exhorting them to join the Romish com- 
munion, promising them the Emperor’s pardon. ‘They remained; how- 
ever, steadfast in the faith, even to their last breath, and so completely 
defeated the arguments of these ignorant ecclesiastics, that the latter 
were struck dumb with astonishment at the scriptural knowledge and 
Christian fortitude of these laymen. 

They were at length permitted to invite ministers of the Augsburg 
confession, several of whom resided at Prague, to prepare them for the 
awful change; but those who were members of the Brethren’s church 
among them, being nearly half their number, were not allowed a minis- 
ter of their persuasion. Here again, the old rooted hatred to the 
Brethren’s church was manifest. Most of them, therefore, received 
their last communion at the hands of the Lutheran ministers: though 
some had scruples, being afraid of giving offence to weak brethren, by 
what they might call irregularity. 

Those of noble extraction had hitherto been confined in the castle; 
but on the day previous to their execution, they were brought to the 
town-hall, before which the scaffold was erected. When those of in- 
ferior rank, who had been guarded in some rooms in the town-hall, 
were informed of the arrival of the latter, they placed themselves at 
the windows, and bid them welcome, by singing some encouraging 
hymns, with cheerful voices. ‘This brought a great concourse of peo- 
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ple to the place, whose silent tears expressed their compassion for these 
worthy men, now about to be led as sheep to the slaughter. 

They spent the greatest part of the night in prayer, singing hymns, 
and edifying conversation. As soon as the day dawned, they washed 
themselves, and put on clean linen and other suitable apparel, as if 
they were preparing for a feast. At five o’clock, the firing of a gun 
from the castle gave the signal for execution; on hearing which, they 
embraced, encouraged, and comforted each other, expressing their 
earnest wishes, that each of them might be strengthened with power 
from above, to remain faithful unto death. Those that were first called, 
addressed their fellow-sufferers to this effect: ‘“ ‘The Lord bless and 
keep you, dearest friend! May he give you the comfort of his spirit, 
with patience and courage, that you may be enabled to seal what you 
have hitherto confessed with heart and mouth, by a glorious death. 
We are going before you, that we may behold the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will soon follow.” &c. ‘To which the remaining 
Brethren replied: “* May God make it a blessed path, by the merits of 
the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. Enter first, dear Brother, into our 
heavenly Father’s house; we are assured by the’ grace of Jesus, in 
whom we have believed, that we shall see each other again this day in 
heavenly bliss,” &c. It is plain, from all circumstances, and their own 
expressions, that the cheerfulness, with which they met death, proceed- 
ed from a conviction, that they were called upon to lay down thei: 
lives for their confession of the truths of the gospel: for if they had 
been willing to deny them, and to submit to the Pope’s yoke, thei: 
offence against the state would have been overlooked, and their lives 
spared. 

The first, who was led to the scaffold, was Count Schlick, late go- 
vernor of Bohemia to King Frederick, and the principal patron of the 
Brethren’s church; a man possessed of great talents and unshaken piety, 
and highly esteemed and beloved by all good men. After hearing his 
sentence, that he should be beheaded, quartered, and his body exposed 
at a cross-road, he exclaimed: “ Levis est jactura sepulchri!”—* 'To re- 
main unburied is not of much consequence.” ‘To the minister who 
comforted and encouraged him, he said; “ I thank you, reverend father, 
for your pious exhortations, and can assure you, that, through God’s 
mercy, Iam not disturbed by any fear of death. I have formerly ven- 
tured to defend the doctrines of true Christianity, and now I am ready 
to suffer death, in proof of my firm adherence to these divine truths.” 
When the report of the gun was heard, he exclaimed; “ This is the 
signal for our death; and I shall be the first: but thou, O Lord Jesus! 
have mercy upon us!” Upon the scaffold, he turned his face towards the 
morning sun,.and exclaimed; “ Thou Sun of Righteousness, Lord Jesus 
Christ! help me to penetrate through the darkness of death, to thy ever- 
lasting light.” The dignity and cheerfulness, with which he walked 
two or three times up and down the scaffold, offering up a short prayer, 
and submitted, kneeling, to the executioner’s word, affected the specta- 
tors so much, that they could not refrain from tears. 

After him, Wenceslas von Budowa, likewise a member of the 
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Brethren’s church, was brought upon the scaffold. He was a venera- 
ble man, seventy-four years of age, of great learning, and celebrated 
for several publications, and bad filled many important offices under the 
Emperor Rudolph. In his quality as patron, he had been a member of 
the new consistory of Prague. On the approach of danger, he brought 
his family into a place of safety, snd returned alone to the city. His 
secretary asked him, why he hai! not remained with them, his life be- 
ing in danger? to which he answered; ‘* My conscience would not suf- 
fer me to forsake so good a cause. Possibly it may be the Lord’s will, 
that I should seal my testimony with my blood.” Then, rising cheer- 
fully from his seat, he exclaimed, “ Here am I, my God! do with me, 
thy servant, as seemeth good unto thee!” When his secretary told him, 
that a report had been spread, that be had died of a broken heart; he 
said, smilling, ‘* What! I die of a broken heart! I have never felt more 
glad of heart, than in my present situation, Behold my paradise,” 
pointing to the bible, ‘ never did it afford me such delicious fruit, as at 
this time. I am alive, and shall live, as long as my God pleases; nor 
shall any man ever see the day, on which it may be said witb truth, 
Budowa died of a broken heart!” 

Among others who visited him in prison, were two capuchin friars, 
who informed him that they were come “to do a work of mercy for 
him, in his deplorable and wretched condition.” He asked, what work 
of mercy? To which they answered; “to show your Lordship the way 
to Heaven!” “ The way to Heaven!” he replied, “ that I have known, 
through God’s mercy, for some time past.” They objected; ‘“ Your 
Lordship will be deceived by your false notions.” ‘* No, indeed,” 
said he, “my hope is founded upon the unerring word of God. I 
know of no way to Heaven but by Him who bas said, I am the Way, 
and the Truth, and the Life.” They then quoted several objections, on 
the authority of the Romish church. which he completely refuted; and 
at last told them, that if they themselves wished to know the way to 
Heaven and happiness, he would show it them plainly, if they would 
only stay with bim some time; upon which they crossed themselves, 
and departed. On the day of his execution, two Jesuits called upon 
him, and with many soothing expressions declared their wish to save 
his soul. He answered; “ My dear fathers! I only wish that you were 
as well assured of the salvation of your souls as Lam of mine. Praise 
and thanks be to God, who by his Spirit has assured me of my salva- 
tion, by the blood of the Lamb. I know that a crown of righteousness 
is reserved for me.” ‘They objected; “that was not meant for him, 
for Paul had only spoken concerning himself.” ‘ Nay,” replied he, 
‘‘ you are surely mistaken, for the apostle himself adds; ‘and not for 
me only, but for al! them that love his appearing.’?” With other texts 
of scripture also, he exposed their ignorance in such a manner, that 
they were covered with shame, and left him in great wrath, pronoune- 
ing him an incorrigible heretic. Soon after this interview, he ascend- 
ed the scaffold with a cheerful countenance, uncovered his head, and, 
stroking down his gray hair, exclaimed; ‘“ O ye hoary locks, what 
great honour is put upon you, that you are now to be adorned with a 
Von, 0. 16 
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martyr’s crown!” After praying for some some, he surrendered his 
venerable hoary head to be severed from the body. It was immediate- 
ly struck off and fixed upon a tower, as a public spectacle. 

After some others had suffered, Baron von Kapplich was brought 
forth. He was a venerable man, sixty-eight years old, who had served 
both the Emperor Rudolph and his successor in several high offices of 
state, with great honour. After sentence had been pronounced, he ad- 
dressed the protestant minister who visited him, thus; “To the world 
my death will appear ignominious, but it will be glorious in the sight 
of God. I suffer for his gospel’s sake, and therefore he will in mercy 
cause my death to be acceptable and precious in his sight. When I 
heard my sentence, my poor weak flesh indeed began to tremble, but 
now, by God’s grace, I feel not the smallest dread of death.” On the 
day of execution he ordered his servant to dress him in his finest linen, 
and turning to the minister, said; “ 1 am putting on my wedding dress.” 
The minister answered; “ How much more glorious is the robe of 
Christ’s righteousness to your soul!” To which he replied; ‘“ Yes, cer- 
tainly; but yet I will also appear outwardly well clothed, in honour of 
my eternal bridegroom.” He was then summoned to the scaffold; upon 
which he exclaimed; ‘ Be it so, in the name of God; I have waited 
Jong enough!” His servants assisted him to raise from his chair, and 
led him gently to the place of execution. Being extremely weak in 
his knees, and having some steps to descend, he prayed fervently to 
God, that he would strengthen him, and not suffer him, by falling, to 
become a laughing-stock to his enemies. He had likewise sent to re- 
quest the executioner, that he might sever his head from his body im- 
mediately upon his kneeling down, lest, if he delayed, he should fall 
through infirmity. But the good old man stooped so much in kneeling, 
that the executioner would not venture to strike; which the minister 
observing, he called out to him; “ My Lord! you have commended 
your soul to Christ, raise now cheerfully your hoary head, and direct it 
towards Heaven.” He then exerted himself to lift up his head as high 
as he could, and while he exclaimed, “ Lord Jesus! into thy hands I 
commend my spirit,” it was struck off at one blow, and fixed upon a 
pike over the city gate. 

Henry Otto von Loss, one of the patrons of the Brethren’s church, 
and an assistant-director of the state, followed next. As he had some 
scruples about receiving the holy communion at the hands of the Lu- 
theran minister, and was not permitted to have one of his own church 
to attend him, he felt at first much afflicted, but afterwards received 
great spiritual comfort. When the Lutheran minister appeared to ac- 
company him to the scaffold, he rose, as in rapture, from his seat, and 
exclaimed; O! how do [ rejoice, thou man of God, to see you, and to 
tell you what has happened to me. I was sitting in this chair, deeply 
perplexed about my being deprived of the blessed sacrament, not being 
permitted to see one of my own ministers. In the midst of my sorrow, 
I feel asleep, and, in my dream, saw our Saviour standing before me. 
He said, ‘ Let my grace be sufficient for thee; I cleanse thee with my 
blood.’ I felt as if his precious blood flowed upon my heart; and on 
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waking, was quite refreshed, and most powerfully strengthened in 
spirit.” Being convinced, that our Saviour had thus visited him, that he 
might be fully comforted as to his not receiving the sacrament before 
his death, he lifted up his hands, and, as in ecstacy, burst forth in the 
following ejaculation: “I thank thee, O my Saviour! that thou hast 
thus richly comforted me, and assured me of thy favour, and of the for- 
giveness of my sins. I have now experienced the truth of that expres- 
sion: ‘ Believe, and thou hast enjoyed!’ Ah! I dread death no longer; 
I die gladly. My Jesus, whom I have beheld in my dream, comes to 
meet my soul with his angels, that he may lead me to the wedding, 
where I shall drink the cup with him, even the cup of joy and gladness, 
to all eternity. Yea, I know, that even this ignominious death cannot 
separate me from him.” He then cheerfully mounted the scaffold, 
where he fell prostrate as in adoration; then rising up, put off his 
clothes, kneeled down, and exclaimed; “ into thy hands, O Jesus, I 
commend my spirit; have mercy upon me, and receive me into thine 
eternal glory.” At the last word the sword severed his head from his 
body. 

In like manner, and with the same joyful confession of their faith 
and hopes, they all laid down their lives for the sake of the gospel. 
Not one of their whole number was prevailed upon to save his life, by 
denying the truth. 


No. XII. 
John Amos Comenius. 


Amone the ministers of the Brethren’s church, sent into banishment, 
was John Amos Comenius, a man, whose superior talents, and remark- 
able life, entitle him to particular notice. He was born the 28th of 
March 1592, at Komna, in Moravia. With a view to qualify himself 
for the service of God in the church of the Brethren, and to acquire the 
requisite degree of learning, he went to the Calvinist (reformed) uni- 
versities at Herborn and Heidelberg, and was afterwards appointed 
rector of Pirzerow, where he distinguished himself as an eminent scholar, 
In 1618, he was called to be minister of the Brethren’s congregation at 
Fulnec, in Moravia. Six years after, when all protestant ministers 
were expelled the country, he spent some time in concealment at the 
castle of a Bohemian baron, in the mountains, from whence he visited 
his poor forsaken congregation, till, in 1627, the protestant nobility 
were likewise banished. Having thus lost his place of refuge, he emi- 
grated with part of his congregation through Silesia into Poland. At 
the summit of the mountains, forming the boundary. he turned bis sor- 
rowful eyes once more towards Bohemia and Moravia, and kneeling 
down with his Brethren, implored God with many tears, that he would 
not take away the light of His holy word from these two countries, but 
preserve in them a remnant for himself. This prayer, as the history 
of our present day fully shews, was graciously heard an answered. 
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He now proceeded with his company to Lissa, and at a synod held 
in 1632, was consecrated bishop of the dispersed Bohemian and Mora- 
vian Brethren, not residing in Poland. Here he published his intro- 
duction to the Latin Janguage, a work considered as classic, and trans- 
lated into twelve European, and some Asiatic languages. The fame of 
his learning, and especially his skill in instructing others, spread abroad. 
He received invitations to Sweden, Transylvania, and England, where 
he successfully employed his talents, in the improvement of schools. 
His place of residence, however, was chiefly at Lissa, where he was 
engaged in preparing a large work, which he meant to contain an epi- 
tome of all the sciences. But having lost the greater part of his library 
in the fire at Lissa, in 1656, he travelled in the same year, first to Frank- 
fort on the Oder, afterwards to Hornburg, and finally to Amsterdam, 
where he was engaged as tutor to merchants’ children, and printed 
some of his works, Ever since the year 1648, until his death, he was 
the oldest bishop of the Brethren’s church, and president of the synods. 

In all his travels, he sought, as much as possible, to recommend the 
case of the oppressed Brethren’s church, in Bohemia and Moravia, to 
the notice of men in power. The eagerness with which he desired to 
see it re-established, led him not only to give credit to the various re- 
ports current at that time, prophesying the downfal of popery, and of 
the Austrian government, which he considered as of divine revelation, 
but to circulate and recommend them; and at length, contrary to the 
wish and advice of his Brethren, to publish them. This useless work 
proved not only dangerous in its tendency, but did even hurt to his 
own cause; as he himself confesses, with sorrow, in his last publication, 
entitled “ The One Thing Needful,” written in the seventy-seventh 
year of his age. 

Confirmed in the hope of a speedy restoration of church+liberty, by 
the pretended revelations above-mentioned, he spared no pains, during 
the horrible scenes of the thirty years war, in addressing the protestant 
princes, and especially the British nation, in bebalf of his brethren. 

But when, at the peace of Westphalia, in 1648, the case of the poor 
oppressed Brethren’s church was entirely overlooked, he gave up all 
those hopes, which he had formerly built upon the sandy foundation of 
the help of man. He published, therefore, an affecting representation 
of the distress and misery of bis people, in which he says; “ We justly 
deserve to bear the wrath of God: but will such men be able to justify 
their actions before God, who, forgetting the common cause of all pro- 
testants and the old covenants, neglect to assist those who are oppress- 
ed in the same undertaking? Having made peace for themselves, they 
never gave it a thought, that the Bohemians and Moravians, who at the 
first, and for so many centuries, asserted the truth in opposition to po- 
pery, were likewise worthy to be mutually assisted by them, in order 
that the gospel-light, which first was enkindled, and put upon the can- 
dlestick in the Brethren’s church, might not now be extinguished, as it 
appears to be. This faithful adherence to the apostolic doctrines, fol 
lowing the footsteps of the primitive church, and the instructions of the 
holy fathers, bas been so much hated, persecuted, tossed to and fro, 
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OF THE UNITED BRETHREN’S CHURCH. 125 
and even forsaken by those of its own household, and now finds no 
mercy with man, has nothing left, but to cast itself upon the aid of the 
eternally merciful Lord God, and with the ancient people of God, when 
overthrown by its enemies, to exclaim; ‘For these things I weep; 
mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, because the comforter 
that should relieve my soul is far from me.* But thou, O Lord! who 
abidest for ever and ever, and whose throne is eternal, why wilt thou 
forget us, and even forsake us in this extremity? O bring us, Lord! 
again to thyself, that we may return again to our homes. Renew our 
days as of old.” 

Nor did this faithful servant of God in the Brethren’s church ever 
lose his bope and trust, that this renewal would take place. For when, 
in the year 1649, be published a history of the church of the Brethren, 
with a discourse annexed, treating of the reformation of the church, he 
dedicated this work,t as his last will and testament, to the church of 
England, to preserve it for the successors of the Brethren. In his 
dedicatory preface, he expresses himself thus: “ Should it please God, 
who wisely governeth hitherto for the sake of his church, knowing how 
to produce, even out of these concessions, that which is better than all 
we can think; to wit, as he hath promised, that the gospel may at last 
pass away from sharply chastised Christendom, to the other nations of 
the world; that so, as it was long ago, our stumbling may be the enrich- 
ing of the world, and our diminishing, the riches of the Gentilest. We 
then commend to you, friends, our well-beloved mother, the church: 
take you now the care of her in our room, whatever it shall please God 
to do unto her; whether to restore her amongst us, or when she is de- 
ceased at home, to raise her to life elsewhere. Moreover also, God 
himself, when he took away and laid waste his people’s land, city, tem- 
ple, because of their unthankfulness for his blessings, he would still 
have the basis of the altar to be left in its place, upon which after ages, 
when they should be returned to themselves and to God, might build 
again.§ Ifthen, by the grace of God, there hath been found in us, (as 
wise men and godly have sometimes thought) any thing true, any thing 
honourable, any thing just, any thing pure, any thing to be loved, and 
of good report; and if any virtue, and any praise; care must be taken 
that it may not die with us when we die: and at least the very founda- 
tions be not buried in the rubbish of present ruins, so that the genera- 
tions to come may not be able to tell where to find them. And indeed 
this care is taken, and provision is made on this behalf, by this our trust, 
intrusted in your hands,” 

This was indeed spoken by Comenius in a spirit of prophecy, in 
which he likewise took steps to preserve the episcopal ordination of the 
dispersed church of the Brethren, that they might not want ministers 
of their own church, regularly ordained, even though he and his col- 
leagues should be called out of the world, during the time of their 
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banishment. At a synod, therefore, held in 1662, Nicolas Gertichius 
and Paul Jablonsky, were consecrated bishops; the former for the con- 
gregations in Poland, and the latter for the dispersed in and out of Bo- 
hemia and Moravia. The latter, who was son-in-law to Comenius, 
died before him. But his son, Daniel Ernestus Jablonsky, succeeded 
to the episcopal charge in 1699; and by this venerable man, the episco- 
pal ordination of the church of the Brethren was, in 1735, transmitted to 
the Brethren, who had fled from Moravia to Herrnhut. Comenius 
closed his troublesome pilgrimage on earth, October 15, 1672, sixty- 
three years before that event, in the eiglitieth year of his age, and forty - 
fourth of his,exile. 


XII. 
State of the Brethren, after the Loss of all Church Liberty. 


As to the situation of the Brethren, and other Protestants, dispersed 
throughout Moravia and Bohemia, since the banishment of their minis- 
ters and patrons, but few authentic records can be found. This may 
be the more easily accounted for, as they were obliged to observe the 
greatest possible secresy, for fear of being persecuted and most cruelly 
treated by the papists. 

The thirty years war, which originated in Gichemia, having at length 
subsided by the treaty of Westphalia, the Brethren lost ail hepes of re- 
gaining their former Chureb liberty; and a new persecution, more vio- 
lent than any former, arose against them in Bohemia and Moravia, the 
inhabitants being compelled, by every kind of oppression, and even by 
military force, to adopt the popish cremonies. Those who, for con- 
science sake, would neither deny their faith nor act the part of 
hypocrites, were obliged to flee for safety into foreign countries; and, 
though emigration was rendered extremely difficult and dangerous, 
some thousands succeeded in their attempt, leaving all their posses- 
sions behind them. Some went to Silesia, many to Poland and Prussia, 
but the greater number to Saxony and Upper Lusatia, where they partly 
joined the Lutheran church and mixed with the other inhabitants, and 
partly built settlements for themselves. 

As to those exiles, who were the immediate descendants of the 
Brethren’s church, Comenius complains, in the year 1660, “ that many 
thousands of them, who, from a desire to abide faithful to God, emi- 
grated into neighbouring countries, the greater number either relaxed 
in their zeal and consistency, through the troubles attending their 
banishment, or suffered so much by repeated persecutions, that but a 
small remnant was left. Indeed, by the numberless grievances they 
experienced, it happened, that, of two hundred ministers of the 
Brethren’s church, living at the beginning of this dreadful period, in 
the short space of ten years, only ninety-six were left alive. Those 
who fled to Poland, had the advantage of joining the congregation of 
the Brethren there established, though they suffered many vexations in 
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common with other Protestants. In other countries, they found great 
difficulty in obtaining permission to constitute separate congregations, 
and live according to their peculiar rites and discipline. In general, 
they lost themselves more and more among other people, of various 
denominations; so that at length the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren 
seemed quite forgotten, and but few of their own posterity were ac- 
quainted with the origin of their church. 

In the following years, however, many of their descendants were dis- 
covered in different protestant countries, who were awakened by God, 
and again brought into union with the renewed church of the Brethren. 
‘They knew that their predecessors had left their native country, and 
their houses and farms, for the sake of the gospel; and their family 
names also proved their Bohemian or Moravian extraction. Several 
families of this description distinguished themselves also in the places 
where they had settled, by their godly walk and conversation, and a 
more than ordinary attention to the education of their children. These 
people rejoiced greatly at the proofs of God’s grace, again made mani- 
fest in Moravia and Herrnhut. Nota few, however, were left in Bohe- 
mia and Moravia, who carefully, though in secret, sought to maintain 
the pure evangelical doctrines, and to preserve and read the bible and 
various edifying books, which they were obliged to conceal, sometimes 
even from their wives, children, and servants. Many very remarkable 
and affecting accounts are given in the lives of departed Brethren, of 
their meetings, beld by night in cellars and other hidden places, under 
great anxiety and danger, when they strengthened each other in the 
faith of the gospel; as likewise of the persecutions and tortures to which 
they were subject; and of the marvellous deliverances they often ex- 
perienced. 

From these narratives it plainly appears, that the Lord always pre- 
served in Bohemia and Moravia a rich seed of genuine confessors of 
evangelical truth. These were as a grain of wheat, which indeed lay 
for a long time hidden in the ground, apparently dead, but by the re- 
storation of the church of the Brethren sprung up and bore much fruit. 





It is with heartfelt gratitude to God, whose eye is upon them that 
fear Him, that we record in these pages the remarkable preservation of 
life, experienced by our Brother and Sister Eberman in the month of 
May last. The above Missionary couple left Philadelphia, Tuesday 
the 17th of May; having taken passage on board the brig Sea-horse, 
bound to St. Thomas. At the distance of about twenty miles on this 
side of the Capes of Delaware, the vessel was struck by a violent 
squall, and instantly thrown on her side. Brother Eberman, together 
with other passengers and the captain and crew, were enabled to support 
themselves above water by holding fast to the rigging. ‘The helpless 
situation of Sister Eberman prevented her alone from extricating her- 
self from the baggage, which, as the cabin filled with water, was drift- 
ing about and completely jammed her in. Providentially she, by sup- 
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porting herself on the floating trunks, was raised up into the most 
forward birth in the cabin; so that, although she was up to the chin in 
the water, room was left for respiration, Notwithstanding every exer- 
tion on the part of the captain and crew, it was impossible to come to 
her assistance; nor could an attempt be made to cut her out, every 
thing moveable having been washed overboard. But it pleased God to 
send help in time. About half an hour after the vessel had been 
struck, an other outward bound vessel approached; and by the kind 
and judicious exertions of her captain, who boarded in a boat and 
brought the necessary tools, a hole was cut through the side of the 
vessel, just above the head of Sister Kberman; through this opening 
she was drawn out, before life had fled, after she bad remained in im- 
minent danger of death for near an hour. The missionaries were 
treated with great kindness by the captain of the vessel, which bad 
come to their assistance, and returned to Philadelphia, Saturday the 
Qist; where they were cordially received by the Brethren and Sisters, 
and in the midst of the congregation offered up their heartfelt praises 
to the Lord, for the signal deliverance He had vouchsafed unto them: 
after a short time of rest Brother and Sister Eberman returned to Litiz, 
where, on the 2Itst of June, Sister Eberman was delivered of a still 
born infant. ‘Through the mercy of God she recovered, and it is now 
their intention to sail for the Danish West India Islands, their place of 
destination, about the beginning of October. 

We cannct forbear to remark the extraordinary demonstration of the 
goodness of God, experienced by our missionaries on their many and 
often perilous voyages. For more than fifty years a vessel, annually 
fitted out for the purpose, has safely sailed from London to the coast 
of Labrador and back again. And during a space of more than ninety 
years, since the Brethren first commenced missions among the Heathen, 
very few indeed of these gospel heralds have perished on the deep. 
We subjoin in this place, as a corroborating proof of our remarks,—an 


Extract of the Journal of Brotner C. F. Ruvowrn, of his voyage from 
Lichtenau, in Greenland, to Copenhagen, in the years 1804-5. 


ir having been determined, that we should return to Europe, after 
a service of twenty-six years in the Greenland Mission, we waited for 
the arrival of a ship from Copenhagen, which set sail in 1803, but did 
not reach Julianenhaab, the colony nearest to Lichtenau, till May 27, 
1804. We immediately engaged a passage on board her; and on June 
15th, the merchant, Mr. Moerk, informed us, that she was ready to re- 
turn, and the Captain Mr. Burckard, advised us to go on board as soon 
as possible. 

The 18th, we left Lichtenau, a place dear to us, having served the 
Greenland congregation there sixteen years. At taking leave, we were 
filled with praise and gratitude towards our gracious Lord, for all the 
mercy, support, and favour experienced from Him, during that period, 
notwithstanding our numberless mistakes and failings. We commended 
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the Greenland Mission, and particularly the congregation at Lichtenau, 
to His gracious leading; and ourselves, in reference to our voyage, to 
His kind protection. Being obliged to set off rather sooner than we 
expected, we could see but few of our Greenland Brethren and Sisters, 
most of them being gone to their providing-places on the coast. Of 
the missionaries, only Sister Beck was at home; the Brethren, Beck and 
Walder, being gone to the Fiorde (bay) to fetch brush-wood. Towards 
evening of the above-mentioned day we arrived at Julianenhaab, and 
went immediately on board, where we were kindly welcomed. The 
ship’s company, besides the captain and the crew, consisted of the crew 
of a ship stranded last year near Staatenhuck, and three sailors belong- 
ing to the colony of Julianenhab, whose time of service was expired; 
in all, of twenty-six persons. ‘To our great grief and disappointment 
we learnt, on our arrival on board, that we were likely to be detained 
by drift-ice, which had lately been seen in the neighbourhood. The 
so called Dutch haven, about two miles distant from the colony, from 
which ships going from hence generally take their final departure, was 
blocked up with ice. This caused us great uneasiness, but we were 
obliged to submit with patience. Being fine weather, we went on shore 
every day, and walked about in the neighbourhood. But the captain 
and ship’s company showed us great kindness, and when on shore, Mr. 
Moerk, the merchant, invited us to his table, and entertained us cour- 
teously. Meanwhile, our long stay on board, among a set of rough 
men, who were without employment, became tedious and unpleasant, 
and we intreated the Lord fervently to help us to prosecute our voyage. 

July 13th, we heard, that two ships, destined for Frederickshaab and 
Godhaab, were safely arrived from Denmark. ‘Towards evening, the 
new assistant, Mr. Monrad, arrived at Julianenhab, and was welcomed 
with the firing of several guns. 

After lying near four weeks in this harbour, on the 14th of July, to- 
wards noon, we weighed anchor, and the ship was towed out by wo- 
men’s boats, in order to reach Dutch Harbour; but, for want of wind, 
we were obliged to come again to an anchor, about a mile from the 
colony. ‘The 16th we proceeded only a few miles, and were obliged 
to lie at anchor till the 18th, when we at last got into Dutch harbour. 
In these days our smallest boat was much damaged by an accident. 
During our stay in Dutch harbour, the shp’s crew frequently went to 
gather scurvy-grass on a neighbouring island, of which they made soup. 
The captain and mate shot a great number of sea-gulls on the adjoin- 
ing rocks, which afforded us several good meals. The missionary of 
the colony, Mr. Kunsen, and other gentlemen of the factory, visited us 
several times. Our cargo consisted of seven hundred barrels of blub- 
ber, but skins could not be taken on board, on account of the number 
of rats with which the vessel swarmed. Whenever the weather would 
permit, we went on shore, and climbed the high rocks surrounding the 
harbour, to see whether the ice was parting and driving off, that we 
might proceed. but it appeared immoveable. During the whole sum- 
mer the wind was southerly; which drove the ice constantly towards 
the shore. It happened, indeed, once or twice, that a brisk north wind 
Vou. 1 17 
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sprung up, and made an opening; but soon after, the wind shifting to 
the south-west, it was driven nearer the land than before. We daily 
sighed unto the Lord, that if it was His gracious will, the way might 
soon be cleared for us: for the time hung heavy on our hands for want 
of employment, and we saw and heard nothing on board, either profit- 
able or edifying. 

After being already nine weeks on board, on the 22d of August, Mr. 
Kleist brought a letter to our captain from the missionary at Julianen- 
haab, informing him, that in the neighbourhood of Nunarsuit, accord- 
ing to the Greenlanders’ account, there was no more ice. This was 
confirmed by the bearer of the said letter. The captain therefore re- 
solved to leave the harbour and put to sea, for which the necessary 
preparations were immediately made, and the anchor weighed. The 
wind being unfavourable, the ship was warped out. As soon as we 
were fairly out, we set sail, but had nearly struck upon an island to the 
left. The wind was S. E. and very high; it rained heavily, and there 
was still much ice to be seen at sea. We expressed, indeed, our own 
doubts; with respect to leaving the harbour under such unfavourable ap- 
pearances, but the captain’s answer was, that at least an “ attempt ought 
to*be made.” The vessel] being tossed about exceedingly, we were 
both confined to our beds. During the night we constantly sailed be- 
tween huge fields of ice, and, according to the captain’s report, were 
only eight miles from the harbour where we had lain so long. 

August 23d, we had little wind, consequently made scarcely any way. 
In the afternoon we ran foul af a piece of ice, by which the fore part of 
the vessel received some injury, which, however, was soon repaired. The 
sea was very rough, and the ice surrounding the ship rose sometimes to a 
great height, with a roaring noise. In the evening, several large pieces 
of ice were fastened with grappling irons as fenders to the ship’s side; 
and thus that night, and the next day, the 24th, we forced our way 
through the floating ice. The day following it was nearly calm, when 
we made but little way. Seeing in the evening a great quantity 
of ice around us, we could not refrain from expressing our anxiety, ex- 
pecting to be exposed to great danger, as the rising wind threatened a 
storm. We asked the captain, whether it was not possible to run back 
into our former anchoring-place. He answered, that we were already 
too far distant, and the wind unfavourable. Indeed he himself wished 
to try to reach some harbour further to the north, but was obliged to 
give up that project, as no Greenlander was present to direct him, and 
the quantity of ice was another impediment. We could therefore do 
nothing, under these precarious circumstances, but earnestly commend 
ourselves to the preservation of our Almighty Lord and Saviour. 

On the 15th of August early, a storm arose from the south-west, 
which drove the ice-mountains close to our ship. The scene was aw- 
ful and horrible, and we expected every moment that the ship would 
be crushed to pieces. We earnestly intreated the Lord to have mercy 
on us, and to support and preserve us; but were at the same time re- 
signed to His holy will. The ship, with close-reefed sails, drove 
through the numerous pieces of ice before the wind, till she struck 
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upon a small rock, from which, however, she got off, without receiving 
any damage. But soon after, she struck with her bows with such force 
against a large field of ice, that several planks started at once, and the 
water rushed rapidly into her. The captain immediately jumped into 
the small boat, with part of the crew, and having placed them on a 
large field of ice, he returned for another party. The rest were em- 
ployed in unloosing the large boat, in order to save themselves; for the 
ship was filling fast with water, and perceptibly going down on her 
starboard side, till by the time the boat was hoisted out, only the lar- 
board gunwale appeared above water. The captain and all the sailors 
having left the ship, I and my wife were left alone, above our knees in 
water, holding fast by the shrouds. At last, Captain Kiar, whose ship, 
as above-mentioned, was stranded Jast year near Staatenhuck, came to 
our assistance, saying; “‘ These good people I cannot possibly forsake.” 
He then assisted us to get into the boat, and ordered the sailors to se- 
cure our hammock and bed, which, having been brought on deck, was 
now swimming in the water. O how thankful were we unto God our 
Saviour, and to this worthy man, for delivering us from a danger so 
imminent, for in a few moments we must have been overwhelmed! 
Although we were obliged to leave all our things behind, we were 
glad and thankful that the boats were preserved, by means of which 
we hoped soon to get on shore. We had in the two boats several tons 
of ship-biscuit and butter, some coffee and sugar, a kettle, and a pan 
for roasting coffee, which had been immediately secured, when the 
ship struck. The captain and crew had likewise many of their own 
things in the boats; and in the captain’s trunk were all the letters, as 
well from the three settlements of the Brethren, as from all the southern- 
most colonies in Greenland. We now left the wreck, being about twen- 
ty-eight miles distant from Lichtenau, in the neighbourhood of Nunar- 
suit, and about a league from the land, and made towards the shore. 
Our boat was heavily Jaden with men and baggage, and had already, 
when lowered from the ship, taken in much water. The wind was so 
high, that the sea broke over us continually. The steersman fearing 
that the boat would sink, we were obliged to make for the nearest rock, 
or small island, and landed upon the first we could reach. It proved to 
be a rough, pointed, and naked rock, upon which, however, at a consi- 
derable height, we found a small spot, covered with low grass. We 
might conclude, from the many excavations in the rock, that the sea, in 
stormy weather, beats high against it. The captain, who was in the 
smaller boat, would gladly have sought out a better landing-place; but 
as he wished to be with his people, he came to us. We now endea- 
voured to land the provisions saved from the wreck, but the waves 
beat frightfully against the rock, and tossed the great boat, with her 
lading, up and down, till the rope, with which she was fastened giving 
way, she was hurried out to sea. Immediately eight men leaped into 
the small boat, in order to get hold of the larger, and having reached 
it, four men went on board. They now laboured with all their might, 
but the storm, which made the waves rise in the air hke smoke, baffled 
all their efforts to regain the landing-place, and they were driven to 
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the other side amongst the heaps of ice, among which the foaming 
waves broke with great fury, and we now heheld with horror how both 
our boats, were crushed to pieces; nor did we entertain the smallest 
doubt but that all the eight sailors had perished, as it appeared im- 
possible that they could get over the ice to shore, the waves rising so 
exceedingly high. All our hopes now vanished, as to a possibility of our 
being saved, and the whole compsny began to cry and weep aloud, see- 
ing no other prospect but that of miserably perishing with hunger on 
this naked rock. In the evening, during a very heavy rain, which had 
continued during the whole day, we lay down to rest, close together, 
without tent or covering. We were wet through and through, and 
lay, as it were, in a pool of water; for, besides the heavy and incessant 
rain, the water’flowed in streams from the summit of the rock, upon 
our resting-place. I and my wife commended ourselves and our fellow- 
sufferers, in these awful circumstances, to the compassion and help of 
our Lord and only Saviour, and were, for our part, resigned to His 
gracious will. He likewise granted us to feel His comfort and peace 
in our souls in the midst of tribulation. 

August 26th, we saw three men walking on the shore, opposite to the 
spot where the boats were wrecked the day before; and concluded, that 
these three had been saved, and the other five perished. As a signal 
that they had reached the land, they erected the only oar they had 
saved, and tied a handkerchief to it. 

During the distress we all were in, many of the ship’s crew, even 
those who before were most noted for profane language, now uttered 
expressions, from which it might be concluded, that they began to re- 
fiect on the state of their souls. The captain said: “ God has, by this 
accident, brought me to serious reflections; for when a man is young, 
and every thing goes on prosperously, he is inclined to be careless and 
live at random.” With respect to those five men of whom we thought 
that they were lost with the boats, we heard their companions make the 
following remark: “They are now appearing before their God and 
Judge, aud we have soon to expect the same summons, O that our 
comrades might obtain a favourable sentence! A young mariner, 
twenty-one years of age, was heard repeatedly, with great earnestness, 
to cry out, in the words of an «ncient hymn: O God, for Jesus’ suke, I 
pray, save me in this my dying day. 1 assured him, that if he took 
refuge to our Saviour, He would certainly attend to his prayer, and 
have mercy upon him. 

It continued raining heavily day and night, but though we were 
thereby continually kept soaking wet, we were supplicd with fresh 
water, which settled in holes, «nd was of great use to us. August 27th, 
both the captains, their mates, and the greatest part of the sailors, got 
ready to try to gain the shore, by walking across the ice. In doing 
this, they were obliged to leap from one piece to the other, and he that 
first gut firm footinz cast a leather thong to the next, and helped bim 
over; and likewise when the flakes of ice happened to be at too great 
a distance, they cast out the thong with a hook, and drew them nearer 
together, which was a very dangerous business, as they might easily 
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have fallen in between the openings. Before they left us, they took 
leave with tears, not knowing whether they should ever see us again. 
And we likewise with tears earnestly besought them, should they suc- 
ceed in getting to the Greenlanders, to send off a boat, that we also 
might be saved; which they faithfully promised to do. We would 
willingly have ventured to go along with them, but having been with- 
out a morsel of food now two days, we knew we were not able to bear 
the fatigue of leaping from one ice field to another, and climbing over 
high rocks for two days together, but that we should certainly have 
perished by the way. We were now alone on the rock, with the ship’s 
cook, who likewise was not able to follow them, being afflicted with 
boils on his arms and legs. There was besides, on an adjoining rock, 
two men left behind, who came over the ice several times to see us. 
These men attempted every day to get to another larger rock, and to 
overtake their comrades, but could not effect it, till on the seventh day, 
and but an hour before the Greenlanders came to us. 

In this dreadful situation, our only hope and trust was in the Lord, 
our Almighty Saviour. We felt comfort in firmly believing, that He 
watches over His children, and that, without His will, not a hair of 
their heads shall fall to the ground. Whenever the sun shone, we were 
employed in drying the few things we had saved from the wreck; but 
we were at last so enfeebled by hunger, that we were scarcely able to 
do even that, having nothing to support life but fresh water, collected 
in the chinks and holes of the rock, of which we every now and then 
drank a little. All day long we looked out towards the land, for Green- 
landers to come and fetch us; but as it seemed in vain, we at last fear- 
ed that the ship’s crew had not reached the shore, but’perished on the 
road. 

We now saw no other prospect before us, but that of ending our lives 
on this barren rock. The thoughts of lying here unburied, as food for 
ravens and other birds, which were always hovering around us, and 
seemed to watch for their prey, troubled us for a short time; yet even 
with respect to that reflection our Saviour comforted us, and we soon 
felt entirely resigned to His will. We entreated Him to prepare us, 
that when He called us hence, we might appear before Him with joy. 
In this view, we sang verses and hymns, treating of our departure to 
the Lord, with a most comfortable feeling of His peace in our souls. 

It is not less true than singular, that in the night of September the 
first, we both dreamt that we were among our Brethren, and refreshed 
by them with victuals and drink. 

September 2d, as we were lying down to rest, my wife, happening to 
lift herse!f up, espied two Greenlanders in their kajaks, making towards 
us, and hailing us. Tears of joy and gratitude filled our eyes, on see- 
ing hopes of deliverance. I[t was as if our enfeebled limbs received 
new strength, and we climbed to the summit of the rock, calling with 
all our might to the Greenlanders, that they might know we were still 
here. After they had safely landed, they told us, that they had been 
in search of us the whole day, and at last concluded, that we were dead. 
They had with them a few herrings and seal’s fat, also flesh of a small 
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seal they had caught to-day. Of the latter we could not partake, hav- 
ing neither kettle, fire, nor wood, for boiling; but we ate a few herrings 
and some seal’s fat, having now fasted nine days. One of them was a 
baptized Greenlander named Jens, belonging to the Danish mission; 
and the other unbaptized, named Innakennak. As they had nothing 
but their kajaks, and no boat with them, we intreated them to bring a 
boat on the following day, to fetch us to their habitation, which they 
promised to do, if they could get women to row; as they said, all the 
young people were gone with the captain and mate to Julianenhaab, to 
fetch provisions. When they had left us, we went to rest with hearts 
truly thankful to God for this interview, trusting to Him for further 
help. 2 

September Sd, with longing expectation we waited for the boat, 
which arrived in the evening. Besides the Greenlanders, three of the 
ship’s crew came in her. After we had got into her, with our few re- 
maining things, and some belonging to the sailors left here, they took 
us to a creek, where they had some boiled seal’s flesh, of which each of 
us got a smail piece, which, after fasting so long, proved a delicious 
morsel. We had a wretched lodging at night in the open air, and our 
covering was frozen quite stiff in the morning. 

September the 4th, we proceeded, and passed very high rocks. The 
Greenlanders gave us smoked seal’s flesh to eat, which we never tasted 
before, but now relished it, for want of other food. In the evening, 
we came to the island where the two Greenlanders lived who first came 
to us. Here we found the vessel which had arrived at Frederickshaab 
from Europe, and was returning from Julianenhaab, lying at anchor 
As soon as we approached her, the Europeans in our boat asked for 
bread; upon which, some buttered ship’s biscuits were handed down. We 
likewise found here the whole of the unfortunate ships crew, excepting 
those who were gone to the colony, and the two above-mentioned 
sailors, who left us on the rock, at the time the Greenlanders first came 
to us, on the second of September. We were glad to see each other 
again, and were informed by those who had been in the two boats lost 
in the ice, that they had all reached the land, except one man, named 
Jacob. Jacob perished by making too free with the brandy they had in 
the boats, by which he was disabled from keeping up with his comrades 
The latter party had suffered greatly for want of food, on the first days 
after the accident, and were benumbed with cold; nor did they get any 
sleep till they came to the Greenlanders. ‘The hardships they had en- 
dured was evident in their appearance, for they were quite emaciated, 
and had great red spots in theireyes, Likewise those, who went with 
the two captains, related, that they had suffered extreme distress and 
misery, and were not able to sleep for the cold. One day they caught 
a leveret, and ate it raw; and when at last they came to the Green- 
landers, they could not wait till the seal’s flesh was boiled, but ate also 
that raw. Here we got the first warm victuals, after being eleven days 
without any thing warm; namely, boiled scurvy-grass and eider-bird’s 
eggs, which proved nourishing food to us, and for which we were truly 
thankful to God. 
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September 5th, we travelled with our Greenland brother, Moses, 
who with his family, had this summer paid a visit to his friends at 
Newherrnhut, and arrived here yesterday on his way home, and pro- 
ceeded in his company towards Lichtenau. After advancing a little 
way, a boat from Julianenhaab passed us, in which were Captain 
Burchardt and his mate, and likewise the missionary, Mr. Kunsen. 
They were astonished to see us still alive, as they supposed we had 
perished. ‘The latter gentleman, Mr. Kunsen, was therefore come thus 
far, with a design to fetch our bodies, and bring them to Lichtenau for 
interment. As they were in great haste, we could only have a short 
conversation with them. A strong south wind springing up, with heavy 
rain, we were obliged to go on shore, pitch our tent, and remain there 
that day. The 6th, the rain continued, and we came to an island, 
were we found many Greenlanders in tents, belonging to the Danish 
mission. ‘They treated us with great compassion and kindness, and 
brought us some boiled seal’s flesh. 

On the 7th, we both felt extremely enfeebled, and were scarcely 
able to walk. On the 8th, we proceeded, and towards evening arrived 
at Julianenhaab, where we were heartily welcomed, and well entertain- 
ed by the two merchants, Schytte and Monrad. In the night the mis- 
sionary, Kunsen, arrived, with two of the shipwrecked sailors, and tes- 
tified his commiseration and hearty participation in our sufferings. On 
account of the violent rain, we were obliged to stay here two days; and 
on the 11th proceeded to Lichtenau. When we were within three 
miles of the latter place, many of our Greenland Brethren and Sisters 
came out of their tents, as we passed, to express their joy, that we 
were still living, having been informed that we were dead. In the 
evening we arrived at Lichtenau, and were received by our dear fellow 
missionaries with cordial love and sympathizing affection. We thank- 
ed God our Savionr, with many tears of joy, that He delivered us in 
such great danger, supported us in so miraculous a manner in our dis- 
tress, and brought us again to our dear Brethren. Praise, thanks, and 
adoration, be brought unto Him, from us, His unworthy servants.* 





BIOGRAPHY 
OF BROTHER JOHN HENRY DANKE. 
Who departed this life at Cairo in Egypt, October 6, 1772. 
(concLUDED FROM THE LAST NUMBER.) 

On the other side of the canal, right opposite to Mangatum, lies the 
village of Assib, the residence of an Arabian prince, Sheik Hadgi 
Hamse, who has many thousand subjects in these parts. Abeed re- 
marked it would be well to go and see him, that he might become ac- 
quainted with me, lest wicked people might propogate stories concern- 
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* September the 4th of the following year they arrived safe at Copen- 
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ing me and prevail upon him to drive me out of the country. I cheer- 
fully agreed to the proposal and he accompanied me to the Sheik. The 
latter received me with great kindness, and we interchanged the follow- 
ing conversation. “ What is your business in this part of the coun- 
try’—Il endeavour to make the Copts acquuinted with the way of 
peace and salvation: ‘ How do you maintain yourself?” 1 am a cabi- 
netmaker living at Cairo, where I earn what I consume here among 
the Copts. ‘ That is very generous. We don’t do so in this country, 
but our sole endeavour is to make money.” In the course of the con- 
versation he asked me, whether people in my country kept such fasts 
as did the Copts? I replied, he knew me to be a Christian; I was there- 
fore at liberty to give him a candid statement of my creed. | there- 
fore went on to explain what that implied, to believe cordially in Jesus 
as the Redeemer of our souls, and how this faith changed the heart, so 
as to make us willing and able to love God supremely, and our neigh- 
bour as ourselves, without hoping thereby to merit salvation, which 
could only be obtained by grace. If therefore, I continued, we would 
even take it for granted that God had commanded us to fast, yet still 
man could never merit ought by means of it with God. The Sheik 
listened to me with visible satisfaction and then said: ‘ Such Christians 
are sure to get to heaven; but full as sure will the Copts go to hell with 
all their fasting, because they hope to deceive God by it. When they 
fast, they notwithstanding eat bread, lentiles, beans, oil, and the like; 
when they do not fast, they eat butter, beef, and mutton, as though it 
were not one and the same Creator that had created all these things.” 
Hereupon he ordered breakfast in and I had to eat with him out of one 
dish. On going to take leave of him, he would not let me go, but 
made me stay all day with him. However, in the afternoon, I looked 
out for a cave, where I could be alone by myself. It being Ascension- 
day, I here read the history of the day. I then really felt as though I 
was among the disciples of our Lord at Bethany and worshipped Him 
with them. 

Next day I rode on to Samalut, situated on the banks of the Nile, 
about six miles from Mangatum. Nowever I found no employment 
here, being mostly surrounded by the clergy, who were in a state of in- 
toxication from morning te night. About four miles further north lies 
Klosanne, a large village, likewise on the banks of the Nile, a vast 
number of date trees growing round about there. Since my last visit 
to this place, there had been a monk here on a visit, who is esteemed 
a very great saint, and who had publicly declared, that a Christrian, 
who thought nothing of fasting, ought to be stoned to death, though he 
talked ever so sweetly about Jesus Christ. On entering the village no 
one indeed lifted up his land against me, but many turned me off from 
their doors where I wished to enter. Finally a Coptick sehool-master 
took me in, who, however, made me pay dear for the miserable enter- 
tainment he gave me. Still I had an opportunity of conversing with 
the scholars. I sat with them between school hours all the day and 
related with a warm heart, many incidents to them from the life of our 
Lord. Some of them expressed a wish to have me for their school- 
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master. Next day, while sitting in solitude, feeling very much grieved 
in my mind and telling my distress to my Saviour, a man entered, sa- 
luted me in a very friendly manner and compelled me to go to his house. 
I went and was truly refreshed in soul and body. Among other re- 
marks, he said: “1 am 4 man seeking after the kingdom of God; but 
how shall [ find it? Among the whole Coptick race there is neither faith 
nor charity.” I intreated him to make his own soul’s salvation his 
chief concern and look for it no where else, but in the merits of Jesus 
and in baving fellowship with him.” From Klosanne I returned off 
towards Berdenoha, about twelve miles from the former and equally as 
far from Samalut and Behnesse. Finding no open doors here, I tra- 
velled on, the day following and stopped at the house of a distinguished 
Arab, in whose company I had once travelled on the Nile. He was 
very happy to see me, showed me a vast deal of kindness, and made me 
lodge with him that night. After having visited several other towns 
round about and not without some apparent success attending my la- 
bours, I returned to Behnesse on the 6th of June. 

A few days after my return, I learned that my friend Abeed, the Cop- 
tick scrivener at Mangatum, had departed this life, the night before 
last. Perhaps I have been favoured on my visit to him, to impart a 
word of advice that may have proved serviceable to him in his last mo- 
ments. At any rate, our Saviour has said, that he that would refresh 
the least of his Brethren with a cup of cold water, should in no wise lose 
his reward; and Abeed, because he believed me to be a child of God, 
has done more than that for me. And here I must notice a particular 
circumstance that occurred to me. The same night that my friend 
died, I dreamt, I was laying my hand upon some person’s head, to 
bestow upon him the last benediction. I then began to sing that verse: 
** Lord, at my dissolution, do not from me depart, &c.” and I sang so 
loud, that I awoke. 

17th. The Copts celebrated their festival in honour of the holy an- 
gels. They believe, that in the night, previous to this festival, Michaal 
the angel descends from heaven to bless the Nile with a drop of celes- 
tial water. They maintain, that as a little leaven causes the whole mass 
of dough to rise, so does this drop occasion the swelling and inunda- 
tions of the Nile which fructify the soil. 

Towards the close of this month, the abovementioned Aga of Sake, 
sent a messenger, desiring me to pay him a visit. I could not imagine 
what this should signify and felt considerably alarmed in consequence 
thereof. But not being at liberty to refuse the request, I immediately 
set out with the messenger, commending myself to the protection of 
our Saviour. The Aga received me very kindly, saying: ‘* Because 
you don’t visit me of your own accord, | am obliged to send for you; 
for I love you and shall not suffer you to return under three weeks 
hence. At Behnesse you have to live upon your own means, but here 
you can live free of expense.” I replied: “ Sir, you make me blush by 
your kindness; I thank you for the offer; but we will change the three 
weeks into three days; for if I sit long in one place without employ- 


ment, I get sick.” He answered: “ I will not restrict you; you shal! 
Vor, 1. 18 
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have your own pleasure!” Accordingly I staid with him three days and 
he unremittingly treated me with the same kindness. Whenever any 
Copts were present he could not be silent on the subject of their reli- 
gion and mine, inveighing in particular against their fasts. I always 
sought to act the part of a moderator, by saying, it was well for every 
one to act according to their conviction; but he would have it, that the 
Copts had none at all. One of the latter became very much offended 
at me and suid in half a whisper to another: ‘“‘ A Christian like this 
Englishman, who is no advocate for our fasts, ought to be despatched 
at once!” The Aga heard it and would immediately have ordered this 
Copt a sound flogging, if I had not interposed in his behalf. He then 
said to all present: ‘“‘ Depend on’t, if any man Jays violent bands on 
this Englishman here, or in any other place, | shall avenge him on all 
the Copts and all their churches, as far as my jurisdiction goes. !”— 
The three days being spent and the Aga having dismissed me, I thank- 
ed my Saviour, that He had enabled me to clear out so soon, and at the 
same time intreated him to save me from such invitations in future, be- 
cause they convey no blessing to one’s heart. 

An instance of a real act of oppression, similar at least to the one the 
Aga had threatened to inflict, soon after came to my knowledge. The 
inhabitants of the town of Abdudshe were not able to raise as great a 
contribution as the lord of the manor required of them; he accordingly 
drove them out by force and had the town demolished. Having con- 
tracted an agreeable acquaintance with a young man there, I now was 
very desirous of knowing how himself and parents had fared under this 
trying dispensation. I found them at Jelf, a neighbouring town, 
whither they had fled before the calamity broke out. They were 
greatly rejoiced to see me and I had an opportunity of dropping a word 
of comfort and advice to them and several others. From here I went 
about six miles further, in a north-easterly direction, to Geis, a very 
large town, where I had never been before. Many Copts reside here, 
but they are notorious all over the country, for their wickedness. Fora 
long time [ could not obtain a lodging; finally a man directed me into his 
cow-stable. In the evening, curiosity brought about twenty-five Copts 
together, in and before the stable, and I spoke to them as their circum- 
stances seemed to require, when they were tolerably attentive. When 
they had left me and night had already set in, the people of the house 
brought me something to eat. The food consisted of a miserable kind 
of green cabbage, prepared with linseed oil and a little bread made of 
Indian meal. My bed was the bare ground, without any covering 
above or underneath. The night was cool, particularly towards morn- 
ing; and when I awoke I was so benumbed witb cold that I could hard- 
ly stir, being at the same time afflicted with another serious malady. 
At first I thought I should be better on inhaling the fresh air; but on 
the way I grew worse and at last so weak, that I could hardly keep my 
seat on the ass. At one place I had to rest for two days. Five days 
after the first attack I at last reached Behnesse, where I found letters 
from my Brethren Hocker and Antes at Cairo, desiring me to hasten 
my return home. I immediately resolved to comply with their request, 
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being here almost wholly destitute of that attendance, so much needed 
by a patient. Accordingly I took a cordial leave of my few intimate 
acquaintances, and early in the morning of July 13th, departed for Abu- 
girge. On coming to the harbour, however, | found there was no ship 
there bound for Cairo, so that I was compelled to stay three days in the 
scorching sand, under the canopy of heaven. During the voyage my 
sickness increased and the people on board actually thought I should 
die before we reached Cairo. With the help of God, however, I ar- 
rived there on the 20th. Brother Hocker immediately undertook my 
cure and henceforth I had all the necessary care and attendance bes- 
towed upon me. 
Here ends the journal of our late Brother. 


* * * ; ¥ * * 


It will be necessary to add the following extract from the journals of 
the Brethren Hocker and Antes. 

For a season it appeared as if the patient would recover his health; 
but soon after he was attacked with a malignant fever, raging in the 
city, which wholly undermined his system and gradually consumed bis 
remaining strength. Eight weeks after his return, he paid a visit to 
that Aga, of whom frequent mention has been made, who was now 
again in town, and who had sent a servant around, to know how the 
patient did. This was the last time Brother Danke walked abroad. 
Finally, on the 6th of October, his active soul having quitted the weary 
body, we put those clothes on him, in which he had wandered about 
among the Copts and laid him into a coflin. We next went to the 
residence of the Coptick Patriarch, to solicit the favour of being per- 
mitted to bury the remains of our Jate Brother in their ground; but he 
was from home. After learning with some difficulty where he was, we 
acquainted the landlord of the house with our request. ‘The Patriarch, 
in answer, wrote a few lines, gave us the desired permission, but de- 
manded a considerable sum of money as acompensation. Finding him 
averse to being personally addressed on the subject, we concluded to 
go to the Greek Patriach, with whom we were likewise acquainted. 
He had not the least hesitation in favouring us with a gratuitous permit. 
Next morning he sent his Wakie or Agent round, who made all the ne- 
cessary preparations for the funeral. ‘The corpse was accordingly 
taken to St. George’s church in Old Cairo, while we went along with 
the procession. Pater Wakie having hinted to Brother Hocker that 
we were permitted to use the liturgy of our church on the occasion, we 
accordingly sang some verses, while the coffin was deposited in a vault 
belonging to the church. Brother Hocker then read a part of our litur- 
gy at burials, (the whole company present on the occasion listening 
very devoutly,) and concluded with the benediction. Having left a 
present for the convent and the poor, by way of expressing our grati- 
tude, we returned to our dwelling, where frequently we missed the 
company of the dear departed soul but never wished to call bim back. 
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Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence. 


WEST INDIES. 
ANTIGUA. 


Lerrers from St. Johns mention the safe arrival there of Brothex 
and Sister Shill, missionaries, alter an agreeable voyage of 34 days. 
Brother Procop had been dangerously ill during the greater part of 
January and February; having, however, through the mercy of God 
been sufficiently restored, he intended soon to take charge of the mis- 
sionary establishment at Gracehill, in place of Brother and Sister 
Brunner, who were about to proceed to Barbadoes. In consequence of 
the uncommonly cool weather, the general state of health in the island 
had not been favourable. The missionary labours, however, were 
proceeded in as usual; and the word of the cross was accompanied 
with the blessing of God, and the demonstration of the power of the 
Spirit. A considerable number were added to the church on a solemn 
prayer-day, February 13th. 


ST. KITTS. 


Lerrers from Brother Sautter at Basseterre contain the pleasing 
intelligence of the progress of the Gospel, both at Busseterre and at 
Bethesda. A statement of the number of those, who since the com- 
mencement of the mission on that Island in the year 1777, had been 
added to the Church, contains the following data. In the space of 47 
years there bave been joined to the church at Basseterre, either by 
baptism or reception into the congregation 7021 persons, of whom 
2000 were children. At the conclusion of last year, the congregation 
at Basseterre consisted of 1777 persons, of whom 606 are communicant 
members. Besides these, there were 302 candidates for baptism and 
500 new people, under gospel instruction; total 2579 persons, 

At Bethesda, the second missionary station, there had been baptized 
or received into the church, since the beginning of 1821, $06 adults 
and 194 children. This congregation consisted of 995 members, 316 
of whom were communicants; and with the addition of catechumens 
and candidates for baptism or reception, numbered in all 1780 persons. 


JAMAICA. 


Baorner Ex.is, who is stationed at the newly established mission 
place called Fairfield, informs by letters of various dates of the progress 
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of the work of God in the respective missionary establishments. The 
out-buildings at the new station of Hopeton were in a state of forward- 
ness. About one hundred negroes from adjacent plantations had given 
in their names, as desirous of religious instruction. November 26th of 
last year, two adults were baptized at the house of Mr. Scott; eight 
children also, who have the benefit of Christian instruction in this 
family, were by baptism admitted to the church of Christ. This being 
the first solemnity of this kind at that place, all present were deeply 


~ was not as good, as might be wished. The building of the new church 
of at Fairfield progressed but slowly, owing chiefly to a scarcity of suit- 
d able building materials, particularly boards. At Irwin Brother Light 
‘ : continued actively engaged in his labours, particularly among the chil- 
PE dren and youth of that congregation. ‘The number of persons at Fair- 
of Jield amounted to 1047; among whom there are 261 communicants and 
: 141 baptized members of the church. 
d 
1e \ == 
in 
ST. CROIX. 
In the early part of the year letters were received from Brother 
Boenhof. Sisters Huenerbein and Blitt had been dangerously ill, but 
were in a convalescent state. Brother and Sister Young, were about 
to sail for Europe, with five children of missionaries to be placed at 
gs school. Without including catechumens the congregation at Fridens- 
at field consisted of 2201 members, 980 of. whom were communicants. 
n= The prospect was cheering, there being many inquirers after the way 
n of salvation. The same is remarked by Brother John Brunner, who 
17 labours at Friedensberg; the word of reconciliation met with accept- 
ry 4 ance by many, and the missionaries were greatly encouraged by the 
m 4 evidences, that their labour was not in vain in the Lord. This con- 
n { gregation had 1256 members, including 696 communicants. 
nt 
id —_— 
S ST. THOMAS. 
6 We have had letters from the Brethren Hohe and Huenerbein. 
18 During the dreadful conflagration, by which so great a portion of the 
S. town was destroyed, the missionary buildings had been preserved. The 
flames raged from 3 o’clock A. M. till 3 o’clock P. M., with such fury 
that human exertion to stop their progress was unavailing. More than 
one third of the houses, to the number of 350, were consumed by the 
fire. The drought, which had continued for some time, rendered the 
supply of water inadequate. The missionary establishment at JViesky, 
na distant 13 miles from the town was threatened, the flakes of fire being 


impressed. The health of Brother and Sister Becker at Wew Eden 


carried by the wind even beyond that distance; and several negro- 
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houses, about a quarter of a mile from Niesky»were burnt down. The 
dwellings of all the members belonging to the congregation at Niesky, 
in town, except two, were laid in ashes. ‘These are free people of 
colour, who, by this great calamity, were deprived of shelter, and in 
a great measure of the means of subsistence. But very little property 
could be saved. For several days upwards of 100 white and coloured 
people were provided for with food and shelter, by the missionaries at 
Niesky. The distress, however, continued great at the last dates; and 
the prayers and kind remembrance of all Christians are much needed. 


4 == 


SURINAM. 


By letters of Brother Genth at Paramaribo we learn, that on the two 
last prayer-days, twenty adults were added to the church by baptism. 
The missionaries continued to visit the plantations in the vicinity; and 
felt their hands strengthened by beholding fruits of their labour. 










SOUTH AFRICA. 


Barorner Hatuseck mentions in several letters, that the state of the 
congregation at Gnadenthal was such, as to excite the missionaries to 
heartfelt gratitude to the Lord, whose mercies were abundantly poured 
out upon them. The meetings for worship were well attended; and 
not unfrequently a great number of visiters worshipped with the believ- 
ing Hottentots. ‘This was particularly the case on New Year’s day, 
when the concourse of strangers to the church at Gnadenthal was very 
great. At the end of the year 1824, this congregation consisted of 496 
communicants, 128 baptized adults, and 389 baptized children; the 
whole number of inhabitants was 1242; 59 less than at the end of 1823. 
This decrease had been occasioned by the pressure of the times in the 
preceding years; for during that period of want many of our pcople 
had sought employment and the means of subsistence, both in the 
vicinity and at some distance. ‘The missionaries at this place enjoyed 
good health. ‘The same is mentioned of the Brethren and Sisters at 
Enon; the number of those who went thither for instruction in Chris- 
tianity also was on the increase. During the year 1824, the number of 
catechuwens admitted there, was 73; so that Enon almost equalled 
Groenekloof in point of number. 

Brother P. Lightner, who bas the spiritual charge of the hospital for 
lepers at Hemel-en-Aarde, reports, that with the assistance of the 
patients, they had now completed a block building, to be used asa 
place of worship. ‘This building, 64 feet by 36, was erected without 
any expense to government, in the course of a month; and was solemn- 
ly dedicated to the worship of Almighty God December 12th. The 
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OBITUARY. 


season of Christmas was celebrated with great solemnity, and the grace 


1€ of God prevailed perceptibly in the meetings during that joyful festival. 
ys 
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ly The annual Conference of Ministers of several protestant denomina- 
d tions was held at Herrnhut, Saxony, April 20th. Between forty and fifty 
at ministers and candidates were assembled. The Lord, the Head of His 
id church, vouchsafed to His assembled servants an abundant measure of 
d. grace and of His Spirit; and a Spirit of Christian harmony and brother- 


ly love filled their souls; and they were encouraged in their work by 
the promising aspect of the kingdom of Christ all over the earth. 


- May the 30th the General Synod of the United Brethren’s Church 
ne was opened at Herrnhut; the delegates from various parts of Europe 


id and America having arrived by that time. 

We mention the following journies and voyages of missionaries to or 

from their missionary stations. 

In April, Brother and Sister Werner embarked at Altona for St. 
1e Thomas, on board the ship Constance. ‘The same month, Brother and 
to Sister Stock left Herrnhut for Altona on their way to Labrador. Brother 
d Daniel Hague has received a call as a missionary to Jamaica. 

id April 17th, Brother and Sister Lemmerz, with the widow Sister 

” Beinbrech, arrived at London from the Cape of Good Hope, after a 

y; voyage of ten weeks. ‘Phe above missionaries brought under their 

ry t care nine children of missionaries from that part of the world, who 

16 were to be educated in the schools in Europe. 

16 Later accounts mention the safe arrival of this company at Herrnhut 
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4 OBITUARY. 

t April 18th, departed at Niesky, Upper Lusatia, in the 74th year of 

5 his age, Brother Cuartes Gorrsoip Reicuen, bishop of the United 

of Brethren’s Church. As an active servant of Christ, he discharged the 

d duties of a faithful minister of the gospel in the Brethren’s Church for 
a considerable number of years, both in Europe and America, where 

Pr his labours, not unblest, will remain unforgotten. The infirmities of 

e advanced age, and declining strength were the cause of his return to 

a Europe in the year 1817, Although, however, in a great measure pre- 

it vented from being actively engaged in so large a sphere, as heretofore, 


he continued a warm and zealous promoter of the work of God, until on 
the abovementioned dey the Lord called him to eternal rest. 
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Departed at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, June 26th, Brother Curistiar 
Freperick Bere, for many years a missionary to the heathen, in Suri- 
nam and several of the British West India Islands. The last station, 
where he was employed, was Sharon in Barbadoes. The climate of 
those countries, where he had spent his strength in missionary labours, 
had for years back much impaired his constitution; so that, as the only 
probable means of restoration, he was advised to repair to a more salu- 
brious country. He arrived June 8th, with his wife and two children at 
Philadelphia, in a state of great debility. Notwithstanding, on Sunday 
the 12th, he preached at the United Brethren’s Church in this city, 
with much unction to the edification of the congregation; and this was 
the last public gospel testimony delivered by him. For soon after his 
arrival at Bethlehem, although cheerful in mind, the’ body was rapidly 
sinking under the effects of protracted disease, and he gently fell asleep 
in Jesus, aged 51 years and some months. 
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on good paper, with a new type, and stitched in a coloured cover, with a title 
page, and table of contents. 
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scribers, wishing to withdraw their names, should give notice of ‘their inten- 
tion before the publication of the fourth number subscribed for. 





